
ANNEX J-APPENDIX 1 
 
 

Battle of the Atlantic Gala Dinner 2017 

General 

Planning for the 2017 Battle of the Atlantic Gala Dinner commenced in September 2016 under 
the co-chairmanship of Tim Addison and Barry Walker. The sponsorship campaign began 
almost immediately so that potential sponsors could plan for the expense. Early meetings with 
the Canadian War Museum and Distinction Caterers confirmed NAC’s intentions for the dinner, 
and allowed detailed planning to begin for a maximum of 440 guests at the dinner. 
 
The Dinner Steering Committee met regularly beginning in December to oversee the 
sponsorship activities, and the Event Planning Committee began its work in January to sort out 
the numerous details involved in hosting the event. Registration opened in early March, and 
continued until one week before the event. 
 
Attendance was down slightly compared with 2016, with a total of 420 diners at the 2017 dinner.  
However, it must be recalled that the 2016 dinner also included approximately 15 additional 
allied guests who were in Ottawa for exercise planning meetings. Therefore, this slight change 
in attendance is not considered significant. 

Budget 

The budget submitted to the NAC-O Board of Directors forecast total revenue of $165,000 
against expense of $107,540. We were successful in obtaining some new sponsors, while some 
previous sponsors changed their level of support. As a result, we exceeded the forecast level of 
sponsorship, and there will be a healthy net excess of revenue for the work of NAC. 

Program 

The 2017 program followed the examples of previous years. The Admirals’ Medal was 
presented to Dr Marc Milner of the University of New Brunswick in recognition of his work in 
recording the history of the navy. The evening included a short reading of the poetry of LCdr 
George Whalley who served at sea during the BOA, and who later was the Commanding Officer 
of HMCS CATARAQUI. 
 
Despite the passing of time, a large contingent of veterans was able to attend, including one 
gentleman who made the trip from Thunder Bay to attend. The presence of the veterans was 
acknowledged at several points, to substantial applause. 
 
We were successful in having the Minister of National Defence, his Parliamentary Secretary and 
five additional Members of Parliament attend the dinner. 
 
We were again fortunate to have 40 Cadets from RMC in attendance, thus retaining a link to the 
future of the navy. 



Catering & Facilities 

We continue to have a strong working relationship with the Canadian War Museum and its 
caterer Distinction by Sodexho. The War Museum excelled in providing the space, setting up 
and takedown of the banquet, and by waiving the parking charges for the evening. Distinction 
provided an outstanding menu, which was upgraded at no extra charge. 
 
Printing and graphic artist support for the event was provided by Print 3, on Laurier Ave. As in 
past years, this company was extremely responsive to our needs and provided excellent service 
despite last minute changes to the seating plan. 
 
It is strongly recommended that we continue these business relationships for future events. 

Organization 

The co-chairs would like to recognize the outstanding work performed by the members of the 
planning committee. Without their support, the event could not have taken place. 
 
Jim Carruthers Sponsorship and Steering Committee 
Casey van Camp Flowers 

Richard Gimblett Admirals’ Medal 
Capt(N) Richard Jean Steering Committee 
Nick Leak Seating Plan 
John Millar Finance 
David Soule Audio-Visual Support 
LCdr Kathleen Casby Naval Staff POC and guest list coordination 
CPO2 Joanne Legge Program Coordination 
 
We would be remiss if we did not also mention the large team of volunteers who assisted with 
the setup and tear-down of the Museum space on the day of the event. 

Recommendations 

The co-chairs recommend: 
 
a. Planning for next year’s Dinner begin as early as possible; 
b. the event continue to use the theme of “Honouring our Past … Charting our Future”; 
c. care be exercised to avoid the possibility of donor fatigue when seeking sponsorship; 
d. the future planning committee continues with the supplier relationships that have been 
established; and 
e. the sponsorship committee should make early contact with potential sponsors in order to 
get funding requests into the company budgets. 
 

Tim H Addison 
Co-Chair 

R. Barry Walker 
Co-Chair 

 


