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ANNEX P – BRANCH HISTORICAL REPORT 

 

 

NAVAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA – OTTAWA BRANCH 

BRANCH HISTORICAL REPORT 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 5 JUNE 2017 

 

 

This report is prepared as of 30 April 2017. 
 

 This report is a summary of key activities and decisions taken by the NAC-

Ottawa branch during the period end April 2016 to 1 June 2017. More detailed 

information on these events and activities are available in the reports submitted for the 

NAC-Ottawa 2017 AGM and in the minutes of various Branch meetings held through out 

this reporting period. In addition Soundings often contains material that tells our story 

over the year, including pictures from monthly meetings and an outline of the 

presentations provided by guest speakers. The NAC-O BOD is also endeavouring to post 

more material to its website, Twitter and Facebook page in order to get our story out to 

the members and public.   

 

28 April 2016 - The NAC Branch hosted the fourth Annual Battle of the Atlantic Gala 

Dinner at the Canadian War Museum. Approximately 450 persons attended the event 

including 30 veterans (former RCN, RCAF, merchant navy and WRENS), a contingent 

of RMCC Naval Cadets, members of the NAC, RCN and other representatives of the 

Canadian Armed Forces, industry, and Government including Members of Parliament, 

Senators and other local dignitaries. The Master of Ceremonies was M. Jacques 

Bourbeau, a celebrated national TV broadcaster. This event is held to honour our veterans 

and generate revenue in support of the NAC’s Naval Affairs activities. 

 

1 May 2016 – Members of the Branch participated in the annual Battle of Atlantic Parade 

held on Parliament Hill. Over the past several years, this remembrance ceremony has 

been expanded to honour those veterans who served in the post-World War Two Navy. 

 

6 June 2016 – 2016 NAC-Ottawa AGM – New Board of Directors (BOD) elected – 

Subsequent activity post-AGM was the “Stand up” of the BOD Executive Group – 

President, 3 VPs as well as the Past President as members. The aim of this initiative was 

to load share work in support of the President in order to better meet the broad strategic 

goals of NAC-O. 

 

Summer 2016 – over the Summer considerable work was undertaken to plan for the NAC 

National’s AGM and conference that was held in Ottawa 20 – 24 October. The planning 

committee for these events was led by the Branch President Howie Smith. More detail on 
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the planning and event can be found at Annex J Conferences which is attached to the 

2017 NAC-O AGM minutes. 

 

21 September 2016 – The Fall Super Wednesday Event (SWE). 

 

20-22 October 2016 – NAC-O hosted the 2016 NAC Conference and AGM over this 

period. The conference, entitled “ Canada’s Shipbuilding Strategy – Recapitalizing the 

Fleet” was held was held on Thursday 20 October at the Westin Hotel. Approximately 

250 individuals from the RCN, other DND organizations such as ADM Materiel, Other 

Government Departments, the Canadian Coast Guard, Industry, defence policy analysts 

and experts as well as a small contingent of naval cadets from RMCC attended the event.   

 

The 2016 NAC National AGM and associated social event was hosted by NAC-O on 21 

October. In addition the NAC-O branch supported the University Training Division 

(UNTD) brunch held at HMCS Bytown Mess on Saturday 22 October.  

 

11 November 2016 – Members of the Branch participated in the National Remembrance 

Day ceremony.   

 

19 April 2017 - Spring SWE 

 

General 
 

Local Outreach – Over the past two years, the NAC-O Board of Directors (BOD) has 

attempted to develop and deliver an outreach program in the local Ottawa area. While 

this has had some success, the lead for this activity resigned and no other individual was 

identified or volunteered to take on this responsible.  

 

Membership – A significant effort was put forth by several BOD members to broaden 

the membership base by recruiting new NAC members from the wider RCN community 

in the NCR. This included efforts to recruit non-commissioned service personnel. In 

addition efforts were made to encourage members from HMCS CARLETON to become 

members of NAC as well as an offer by NAC-O to discuss mutual ways to enhance this 

relationship.  These efforts have met with mixed results but will be ongoing.  

 

Endowment Fund and other donation/support activities – As reflected in Annex Q, 

several NAC-O submissions for NAC Endowment funding were approved; this included 

continuing support for the Royal Canadian Sea Cadet Education Foundation, funding for 

the third instalment for framing and distribution of HMCS HAIDA prints to several 

museums, and a donation to the Canadian War Museum for the restoration and display of 

an original  “Builder’s Model” of HMCS BONAVENTURE including aircraft. This 

model is now on display at the War Museum as part of the Cold War exhibit. At least one 

member of NAC-O was involved in the restoration and several members played key roles 

in ensuring this project was taken on by the War Museum. Finally NAC-O contributed 

$500 to the RCSCC CENTURION Navy League trip to Halifax for familiarization with 
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the RCN and RCAF Maritime Air as part of the Corp’s 25th Anniversary. It was observed 

that donations from members for these types of activities has gone down. 

 

Policy Reviews/Implementation - The NAC-O BOD continued and undertook several 

key initiatives. These are more fully described and discussed in Annex D. These included 

the continuation of Director’s Training, the publishing of a Privacy Policy, a review of 

Branch Dues, outreach to HMCS CARLETON to improve the relationship between the 

two organizations, and the rollout of an Indoctrination Training Package for new 

Directors. The BOD also conducted a review of NAC-Os Articles of Continuance and 

insurance needs and liabilities (Annex S). The BOD raised its concern with NAC 

National that the current policy for NAC-O to host a NAC National conference and AGM 

every two years could not be achieved and more specifically, that the Branch would be 

unable to host the NAC National AGM and conference in 2018. This issue remains under 

discussion.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Richard Guitar 

NAC-O Branch Historian 

3 May 2017 


