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AGM Resolution 

 

That commencing in 2018, the annual Regular Membership Dues for the Ottawa Branch 

of the Naval Association of Canada be increased as follows: 

 

 Members residing In-Town - from $80 to $90 

 Members residing Out-of-Town - from $70 to $80 

 Serving members - from $45 to $50 

 Spousal members - from $45 to $50 

 

Background 

 

Our Bylaws require that an increase in membership dues be recommended by the 

Board of Directors and approved by ordinary resolution at the Branch AGM prior to 

activation in the following year. The last increase took effect in 2010. Branch 

membership dues include $40 for National, which are used to support national ops. 

 

The Ottawa Branch has had a healthy financial position over the past several years and 

achieved all operations from the annual membership dues. IAW the Not-For-Profit 

Corporations Act, the Branch can neither incur financial obligations that cannot be met 

from within our means nor accrue surplus funds. Activities in support of National 

Objectives that extend beyond basic membership services are achieved through 

fundraising efforts such as the annual Battle of the Atlantic Gala, NAC National 

Conferences and Naval Affairs support activities. 

 

Currently other sister Branch Membership Dues vary from $65 to $80, excluding the 

dues paid by Serving members. 

 

Factors to Consider 

 

 The cumulative Canadian Consumer Price Index inflation from 2009 to 2016 was 

11.63%. The inflation rate is expected to increase in the near term; 

 

 The National component of Membership Dues has not changed for several 

years; 

 

 Changes will occur within Canadian legislation in areas such as Privacy, 

Security, Fund Raising and the Canada Not-For-Profit Corporations Act. Future 

legislated changes could cause additional costs; 
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 We are seeing increased liability premiums and the need to increase insurance 

coverage; 

 

 We may no longer be able to avoid hiring and paying outside experts to support 

operations. These activities are currently at minimal cost and rely on volunteers. 

We enjoy free printing for Branch materials. Our current financial administration 

tools and web page presence meet minimum requirements but are near 

obsolescence. Some of these, including bringing our IT into the modern world, 

reflect future financial risks; 

 

 NAC-Ottawa enjoys a beneficial relationship with the HMCS BYTOWN Officers’ 

Mess, including use of the Mess facilities at a reduced or no cost and the 

provision of a mailing address and mail collection. This is well below market 

rates. Changes are looming that could impact the composition of Canadian 

Armed Forces Messes in the downtown core of Ottawa. Should NAC-Ottawa be 

unable to utilise HMCS BYTOWN, the Branch may be faced with significant 

increase in our operating costs to support meetings; and 

 

 Many members of the Branch are retired and live on a fixed income with 

established budgets. Membership in groups, such as the NAC, competes with 

other discretionary activities, particularly among those living on a fixed income. 

An increase could result in some members leaving the NAC. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The increase to Membership Dues commencing 2018 is recommended by the Board of 

Directors. The increase ranges from 11% to 14%, depending on category. Rounding 

was used to produce even numbers. The membership has enjoyed eight years of 

unchanging dues. The increase is considered modest and expected to ensure a 

continuing sound financial footing for the Branch. 


