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After the June 2015 AGM, an informal Speaker’s Program Committee led by Tim 

Addison and David Soule, and supported by Peter Avis and Josh Barber, explored 

possible themes, subject areas and topics for the Speaker engagements for the 2015-

16 monthly Branch meetings. The relative successes of presentations by Chantier 

Davie and Irving Shipbuilding Inc., boded well for continuation of a similar series of 

events. Accordingly, it was decided that the theme employed in the latter part of 2014-

15 would be continued and the focus would remain fixed on Shipbuilding activities and 

what was then known as the National Shipbuilding Procurement Strategy (NSPS), now 

known (as of Feb 2016) as the National Shipbuilding Strategy (NSS).  

Accordingly in October 2015 we commenced the series with Mr. Spencer Fraser, Chief 

Executive Officer of Project Resolve Inc. Spence, with the assistance of Ian Paterson, 

outlined the work currently underway in the Davie shipyard in Levis Quebec to convert a 

container ship, the MV Asterix, into an innovative and technologically-advanced interim 

AOR capability for the RCN that will bridge the operational gap between the HMCS 

PROTECTEUR Class and the entry to service of the new QUEENSTON Class. This 

brief on the conversion process as well as the delivery on RCN requirements for a 

vessel crewed and operated along the lines of a Royal Navy Fleet Auxiliary vessel or 

RFA, as they are commonly known, was very interesting, drew a large audience and set 

the standard for future presentations over the fall-winter program.  

At the 2 November Monthly Meeting, Mr. Tim Page, the former President of the 

Canadian Association of Defence and Securities Industries and currently Vice-President 

of Government Relations at the Seaspan Vancouver Shipyards, gave a presentation on 

Seaspan’s segment of the NSPS, the non-combatant projects.  Tim gave a very detailed 

overview on the re-capitalization of the Seaspan Shipyard and on progress on the 

vessels being built for the Coast Guard and the Joint Support Ship project to deliver 

much needed fully operational AOR capability for the Navy.  

The planned 7 December monthly meeting was advanced to 30 November to allow for 

the opportunity to host the Commander of the Royal Canadian Navy, Vice-Admiral Mark 

Norman, as our guest speaker. The Admiral provided the membership with an excellent 

overview of current activities and priorities within our Navy.  As expected there was a 

great turnout in the Crowsnest and the Admiral did not disappoint.  He adeptly fielded a 

wide range of questions, covering everything from personnel issues to opportunities for 



alternate service delivery to plans for future capabilities, with answers that were frank 

and insightful.  

Given recent political developments in Canada, I.E. the transition to our new 

Government, the fall presentations combined with the Admiral’s address were assessed 

as very topical and germane to the future of our Navy.  

After the Christmas break we again picked up the thread of the winter/spring program 

with briefings related to shipbuilding, specifically potential warship designs for the 

Canadian Surface Combatant (CSC) Project. On 1 February 2016 Richard (Ric) 

Elkington, Business Development Surface Combatants, of BAE Systems Canada 

provided an interesting introduction of the UK’s Type 26 Global Combat Ship program 

and the Type 26 design and capabilities. Ric also provided an introduction to BAE 

Systems’ global operations and addressed BAE’s maritime operations in detail, 

including the company’s shipbuilding heritage in Canada.   

On 7 March 2016, we changed the pace slightly with a presentation on the newly 

developed capability of RCN's Maritime Tactical Operations Group. This event 

capitalized on a visit to Ottawa for RCN business by Lieutenant Commander Wil Lund, 

the Commanding Officer, and Chief Petty Officer Second Class Brent Bethell, the Unit 

Chief of the Group. The Commanding Officer presented an excellent overview of the 

origins of the Maritime Tactical Operations Group which was formed in early 2015 with a 

mandate to perform specialized tasks, including deploying expertly trained teams in 

RCN platforms that operate in high-risk environments.  His brief, which included details 

of recruiting, training and employment of the MTOG detachments in HMC Ships and the 

legal/Law of the Sea issues and challenges surrounding these types of operations, 

proved to be highly informative and was well received.   

In April 2016, we returned to the CSC ship design contenders theme and were pleased 

to welcome Monsieur Olivier Casenave-Péré of DCNS Technologies Canada Inc. 

Olivier provided an informative briefing on current DCNS activities and on another CSC 

contender, the French FREMM platform, which included its characteristics, major 

systems, propulsion, method of construction and crewing. Olivier also introduced the 

other current business thrusts of his firm in Canada, including the turbines that harvest 

hydro-electricity from the tidal waters of the upper Bay of Fundy. As with previous 

industrial speakers, there were some areas of sensitivity relating to intentions for the 

CSC program and proprietary information that Olivier could not address, but in general 

his presentation was again very well received.  

In May, we concluded the 2015-16 Speakers Program with a presentation by another 

CSC design contender company, Odense Maritime Technology of Denmark. The 

speaker was Mr. Kare Christiansen, CEO of OMT, who provided an excellent overview 

of the Danish built IVER HUITFELDT Class.  His presentation also highlighted other 

OMT activities related to the Arctic Offshore Patrol Ship project and international 

business thrusts of his firm that may generate employment in Canada.   



The past year saw a number of interesting and informative presentations related to the 

recapitalization of Canada’s Government Fleets. As the Canadian Surface Combatant 

(CSC) Project is in the midst of a competitive procurement phase, there were aspects of 

the various warships design programs that the speakers were unable to discuss. 

However that did not diminish the overall interest and success in the series and 

attendance at Branch meetings exceeded that of the previous year.  

Finally we need your input to ensure that if you have an idea for either a speaker theme 

or a speaker who would provide an interesting presentation at a monthly meeting, I 

encourage you to let David Soule or me know. As part of the AGM material we will be 

sending out a very brief survey seeking your input and interests. This is your 

programme and I know that while we have focussed on themes over the past couple of 

years, there have also been the occasional presentation that has been informative for 

the branch members who attended and in keeping with our mission.  

 

Tim Addison 

Speaker’s Program Director 


