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 The National Outreach Committee has had mixed results in 2014-2015. While 

there are examples of strong branch engagement in the aims and execution of outreach 

to the Canadian general public, some branches have run up against the difficulty of 

identifying the necessary person-power, and then the problems of actually finding 

audiences and the scheduling of speaking opportunities. 

 The following table summarizes the related branch activities.  Where a branch is 

not mentioned, no response has been received to my call for report input.  The reporting 

period starts at the last AGM in October, 2014. 

 

 Nova Scotia – Approached 1 university (Dalhousie), and 1 PROBUS club.  Cdr Ian 

Wood, RCN, Fellow at the Dalhousie Centre for Foreign Policy Studies, used the 

presentation to speak to the PROBUS Halifax on 19 Feb 15 and Dalhousie 

University post-graduate students. 

 Montréal – Nil report.  Outreach on hold while Branch focuses on improving the 

relationship with local NRDs. 

 Ottawa – 7 service clubs had been spoken to prior to this reporting period. In this 

reporting period, approached 6 service clubs, the Canadian Shipowners Association, 

the St Lawrence Seaway Authority, Canadian Society of Senior Engineers, and 

Carleton University Journalism.  On 14 Nov 14, spoke to the Kiwanis Club of 

Manotick and on 28 Jan 15, spoke to the Rotary Club of Orleans.  Speaking to the to 

the Canadian Society of Senior Engineers scheduled for 16 Feb 16. A possible new 

audience includes the Foreign Policy Institute at Foreign Affairs, Trade and 

Development Canada.  The branch is also looking to speak to defence and foreign 

affairs study classes at universities and colleges. 

 Toronto - GTA – Triggered by the RCN speakers’ bureau, spoke to Toronto Mature 

Adult Walking Group on 14 Oct 14.  Also spoke to the Whiff of Grape Club 28 Apr 

15. 

 Toronto - Hamilton Area – Approached all local branches of the Royal Canadian 

Navy Association, plus the Hamilton and Burlington branches of the Rotary Club, 

PROBUS, Legions, and historical societies.  On 15 Feb 15, spoke to the Hamilton 

area group of NAC Toronto.  The group will persevere with its approaches to local 

service and other clubs with a view to arranging speaking opportunities in the 

autumn. 
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 Thunder Bay – Nil report.  Strong liaison with the local NRD may produce results. 

 Calgary – Nil report.  The Branch is currently focused on preparations for the 2015 

AGM and naval conference. 

 British Columbia Interior – Approached the Vancouver International Boat Show 

(VIBS), 2 service clubs, and 3 Legions.  Spoke to the VIBS 23 Jan 15. A new 

audience may be the Legion in Prince Rupert. 

 British Columbia Lower Mainland – Approached the Vancouver Naval Veterans 

Association (VNVA).  Spoke to the VNVA on 26 Apr 15, as well as NOABC 

members. Potential new audiences include power and sail squadrons, yacht clubs, 

and service clubs. 

 Vancouver Island – Approached 10 PROBUS clubs, 5 schools, 1 NRD, and 1 other 

club.  Spoke to the Old English Car Club 16 Feb15.  Speaking to the PROBUS 

Brentwood Bay 16 Jun 15, PROBUS Royal Oak 12 Oct 15, PROBUS Saanich 21 

Oct 15, PROBUS Saanich Peninsula TBD, PROBUS Sidney TBD, and Shawnigan 

Lake School TBD.  Potential new audiences include 12 PROBUS clubs north of 

Ladysmith. 

Outreach Committee members are being encouraged to throw the net wide and 

work to be included in the speaking programs of potential audiences in the upcoming 

autumn time frame, or even later. 

I continue to liaise with the Navy’s speakers’ bureau in order to coordinate activities 

and to respond where applicable to speaking opportunities that the bureau can’t fill.  To 

date, the output from this possible source of speaking opportunities has been 

disappointing, but it will continue to be pursued.  Most Outreach Committee members 

have contacted the public affairs staffs of the local NRDs so as to be ready to respond 

as practicable to speakers’ bureau events. 

A suggestion has been to approach the Canadian headquarters of service clubs and 

the like.  I have already done this, without any gain, with the Royal Canadian Legion, 

but will pursue it with the HQs of service clubs. 

The standard PowerPoint presentation is proving its worth in convincing audiences 

that Canada is a maritime nation, and what this means in terms of the need for a robust 

Navy. 

In response to committee member calls for handouts to complement the 

presentation, simple bookmarks highlighting the fundamental syllogism of outreach, the 

same syllogism as found on the cover of Starshell editions, in both official languages.  I 

have some spare copies available at no extra charge to any outreach member who 

asks, but first come first served.  To date, committee members from Ottawa, British 

Columbia and Vancouver Island have their copies.  All members are aware of how to 

order further copies from the Print Three Ottawa graphics shop. 

Since the presentation is now relatively mature, I will re-double my efforts to arrange 

French translation.  As a heads-up for the national NAC board, I may be seeking some 
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funding from either operating expenses or the naval affairs fund to complete the 

translation.  I believe that once the presentation is translated, we will be able to use in-

house talents to adjust the French to reflect ongoing amendments. 

I would welcome guidance from the national board, and their active support of the 

aims and execution of the outreach program within their own branches.  I especially 

need ideas on how to engage some of the smaller branchers. 

Outreach is one of NAC’s primary focuses as we seek to inform and educate 

Canadians about the Navy and its roles.  Encouragement to branches from the national 

board would go a long way to helping make outreach a continuing success.   

 


