
NAC Membership Committee Report, May 2015 

 

The Membership Committee was established after the October AGM with a mandate to promote 

membership in NAC at the Branch level and in the community generally. To that end, all 

Branches were requested to nominate a liaison member to the committee. To date over half the 

Branches have not responded to my January 31 request. However, we thank the following 

Branch representatives who have responded: Anne Zuliani, Thunder Bay; Steve King, Ottawa; 

Sherry Richardson, NSNOA; and Tony Dearness, NLNAC. If I have missed a name, please let 

me know.  

 

One of the early responses was from Anne Zuliani, Thunder Bay Branch: 

 

“Our (small) Branch fully supports the efforts of the Membership Committee and to that end we 

are involved with the Naval Reserve Division HMCS GRIFFON in whatever events, activities or 

social occasions we can.  Many of GRIFFON's Officers are NAC members already. We also co-

host Weepers with the Mess on a regular basis. 

 

The Branch undertakes small social gatherings (dine out, etc) on a regular monthly basis in the 

hopes of attracting new members. We will see how that works out. 

 

Thanks for the update.” 

President Jim Carruthers in response to a member inquiry wrote: 

‘My assumption is that people join and support NAC because they want to support the RCN and 

help make sure the country has the Navy it needs in years to come. 

So our members support an association that fights for Canada’s maritime interests. Not only do 

they have to pay dues but we need and expect them to step up to the plate as volunteers to make 

things work. What a bargain!” 

Art McDonald, Cmdre, DGNFD wrote the following in response to National President Jim:  

“I took the time to renew my membership to the Naval Association of Canada (NAC), formerly 

NOAC, via the Ottawa branch over the weekend. I normally renew in Spring. On doing so this 

year, and without knowledge as to whether or not you’re members already, I thought I might 

share the fact that I had done so with all of you to encourage you to consider signing-up if you 

hadn’t already done so too. 

For thrifty “serving member” annual dues of just $45, I think that the current serving naval 

leadership here in Ottawa can do much to encourage the health of this worthwhile endeavour 

through our membership and participation in an enterprise that crosses the naval generations 

from RMC cadets (some 22, many of whom you’ll meet this week at the RMC Mess Dinner) to 

retired shipmates. Certainly within the NFD Division given our mission, it seems to me that it 

must remain essential that we be well-connected not only with currently serving members in 

Ottawa and on the Coasts, but that we also keep engaged with those from whom we have picked-



up the torch as well as our reliefs to whom we’ll  one day turnover the watch. To me the NAC 

provides an ideal, social and semi-professional forum by which to do that. Certainly, it provides 

us with the forum to exchange ideas and help develop the right strategic navigation passages 

and the supporting arguments to allow them to withstand the inevitable questions that arrive 

when resources and ambition need be rationalized to best effect.  

I’d be happy to encourage you further should you wish to ask me more about the NAC or you 

can go to the website below and surf for a while as you consider membership. Regardless, 

however, I think I’ve used enough moral persuasion for this evening in encouraging you to play 

a part in an association that matters.” 

The circulation of this letter resulted in a request that Branches forward to me their current 

membership fees. From information already on our website, I determined that for Victoria, 

regular membership is $70.00 and serving membership is $50.00; for Vancouver, Active 

members pay a $100.00 joining fee which includes the regular annual dues of $70.00 and 

Associate members pay a $100.00 joining fee which includes the $50.00 annual fee. Serving 

members pay $30.00; Toronto ordinary and associate members pay $80.00 and serving members 

pay $40.00; Montreal annual dues are $50.00 withy newly retired members given free 

membership during their first year and students are given free membership until graduation; 

NLNAC annual membership dues are $50.00.   

As a result of the request to provide information on Branch membership dues, Calgary Branch 

reported that it used to have a single membership rate which incorporated a sum equivalent to the 

NAC dues. The Branch then made a donation to National to cover all memberships including our 

Honorary Life Members. The situation changed this year, because of the changes to the NAC 

structure specifically the move to individual memberships to replace Branch membership, and 

Calgary Branch is now required to split the membership dues. 

For this reason, Calgary has now set the rates for its membership for 2015 (Jan – Dec) at Regular 

Members $30.00; Serving Officers and NCMs $15.00 and Regular Member & Spouse (where 

spouse is entitled to membership in own right) $45.00. In addition, we invite members to join 

National with a separate membership as determined by National which I understand this year 

(April – March) is Regular $40 and Serving Officers $25. I note that other Branches did not 

respond to this request.  

NSNOA reported that while membership renewals seem slow to come in, the Branch did expect 

that situation to improve in due course. I attach an updated Branch membership report.  

 

With the cooperation of all, we look forward to making some progress on membership in the 

months ahead.  There is some evidence that our numbers are increasing and that is a good sign. 

Let us keep it up. 

 

Ed Williams 

Chair Membership 

edgarwilliams@nl.rogers.com 



 

 


