
NAC LONDON BRANCH PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR 2014/2015 

I am pleased to provide you with the President’s Report for 2014/2015.  This report is a 

brief look back at our activities and provides us with a historical review of our efforts and 

accomplishments.  The transition to NAC was completed by National in 2013 and 

London Branch subsequently voted to follow suit in November of 2014. 

We continued our practice of holding general business meetings on the second 

Wednesday of every other month in the Wardroom of HMCS PREVOST at 1900.  Our 

format is a business meeting followed by a guest speaker.   The bar was available on most 

nights but we eliminated light snacks and coffee this year.  We meet in September, 

November, February and April.  This schedule is supplemented with our Christmas 

dinner in December and our Annual General Meeting which is normally held in May.   

The following are significant dates from 2014/2015: 

 Sep 6- Warriors Day parade 

 Sep 10- Branch Meeting, LCdr Sean Batte, Captain HMCS PREVOST 

 Nov 9 - Remembrance Day, Port Stanley 

 Nov 11- Remembrance Day, London 

 Nov 12- Branch Meeting 

 Jan 1- New Year’s Levee (PVO, RCNA Club) 

 Feb 11- Meeting postponed 

 March 11- Branch Meeting Ron Kodys guest speaker 

 Apr 15- PREVOST Banyan and Awards 

 May 2- RCNA BOA Dinner 

 May 3- Battle of Atlantic Parade/Ceremony (receptions at PREVOST and       
RCNA Club) Reviewing Officer Susan Truppe, MP London North Centre 

 May 13- Annual General Meeting 

At our first meeting of the year, PREVOST’s new Captain, LCdr Sean Batte, CD gave us 

an update on PREVOST activities. 

In October 2014, I attended the National AGM held in Ottawa. This marked the last 

meeting where Branch Presidents were automatically Directors of the Board.  The new 

process calls for nominations from across the country with no guarantee of specific 

Branch representation.  At the moment, London does not have a representative on the 
Board.    

On November 9
h
, some of our branch participated in the Remembrance Day Ceremony in 

Port Stanley, where we laid a wreath. 

On November 11
th

, many of our members participated in the London Remembrance Day 

Ceremony where we also laid a wreath.  Some of us also proceeded to the RCNA club for 

the traditional Rum issue. 

Our regular Branch meeting was held on November 12
th

.  Several members of PVO 

attended this meeting and have subsequently become members.   



Our Christmas Dinner at the Shrine House was again arranged by Secretary Keith for 

December 18th and, as in past years was very well attended, with over 20 members and 

wives participating.  

Some members were also present January 1
st
 for the New Year’s Levee at PREVOST, 

followed by the celebration at the RCNA Club.  The weather cooperated despite the cold 

temperatures and attendance was good. 

Our February meeting was postponed due to the lack of a speaker but was rescheduled 

for March 11.  Ron Kodys, the Design Architect for the BOA Memorial project gave a 

talk on some of the possibilities for the Memorial.   

On April 15
th

, we attended the PREVOST Awards and Banyan night at which a good 

number of us saw the awarding of the David Jackson award to Slt Patchett who was 

deployed but his wife accepted on his behalf. 

The RCNA held the BOA dinner at the Navy Club on May 2
nd

, sadly for the last time.  

They begin a new chapter housed in PREVOST beginning this summer. 

The Battle of Atlantic Ceremonies was held on May 3rd on the PREVOST grounds in the 

shadow of the Sailors Memorial and the Battle of the Atlantic Memorial. Susan Truppe, 

MP for London North Centre, was the Reviewing Officer. 

The NAC National AGM and Conference is being held in Calgary this year the week of 

June 26
th

.  As of yet, there is no Branch representation. 

The Battle of Atlantic Memorial Project has seen a significant shift in activity this year.  

The arrival of an energized Captain was no small coincidence in moving things forward.  

In April, the engineering Consulting firm of  Strik, Baldinelli and Moniz was contracted 

to conduct a site survey of the grounds for which our Branch agreed to pay.  From there, 

Ron Kodys will develop an architectural plan for the walkway and grounds.  With the 

help of several volunteer organizations, the consent of DND Construction Engineering 

and the support of Ed Holder, MP for London West and Minister of State for Science and 

Technology, it is hoped that construction can begin in mid to late summer.  With these 

new developments I felt confident enough in the plan to apply for $6000 from the NAC 

Endowment fund. I have yet to be notified of their decision. 

I thank all of you for your participation this past year.  As you know this will be my last 

report as President of NAC London.  It has been my privilege to have been Vice 

President for 5 years previous to guiding this organization over the past four years.  

Thank you for your support and I wish everyone a safe and enjoyable summer. 

Yours Aye, 

 

Mark Van Den Bossche  

President 


