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ON OUR COVER…
HMCS Annapolis displaying to full advantage the classic lines of her class.

To quote, in part, Macpherson and Barrie (“The Ships of Canada’s Naval
Forces 1910-2002,” Vanwell Publishing 2002): “The Annapolis-class com-

prised two ships [Annapolis and Nipigon] were “A two ship class incorpo-

rating from their launching the design elements of the St. Laurents [often
referred to as the ‘Cadillacs’] as then being rebuilt, most notably the twin

funnels, hangar and VDS.” She served her country well and on April 4th,

2015, was purposely sunk to the bottom of Halkett Bay Marine Park, BC to
serve as an artificial reef “for divers to enjoy and sea life to call home.” For
additional information, please see page 19.

Source, date and location of photo unknown but most likely DND.
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From the editor…
George A. Moore | Editor | starshell@shaw.ca
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am very pleased this issue to welcome noted

pdf edition, I feel obliged to continue to pro-

with full information as to their content, i.e.,

back to the end cover of Starshell. Many of

version as well.

place within their Branch be submitted to me

naval artist F. R. (Hamish) Berchem CMSA

you will remember his fine series of drawings

vide enhancements to the traditional printed
I was successful this issue in convincing re-

which were published in Starshell under the

tired Senator Bill Rompkey to share his learned

The current series of charcoal sketches

and specifically the Royal Canadian Navy’s

banner of “Our Ships” some years ago.

broadens the subject matter to “Our Navy”
and you will find the first of these featured

on our back cover. It depicts HMS Shearwa-

ter which was subsequently renamed HMCS
Shearwater in 1914.

Starshell continues to evolve both in con-

tent, layout and, we trust, quality. While the

economics continue to demand we convince
as many of you as possible to opt out of the

printed copy in favour of the on-line, coloured

thoughts on our Arctic with our readers—

role in the protection of same. The Senator’s
knowledge of the many challenges facing our
Arctic are widely known to say the least and
it goes without saying that his highly valued

names, titles, nature of award, etc., taking
for publication in Starshell. Only a small num-

ber of branches seem to do this on any form
of regular basis and it is important that our

members’ achievements as well as other notable events taking place in the Branch such

as Endowment Fund donations, be given the
national recognition they deserve in Starshell.

And finally, I was very pleased to see the

thoughts and opinions should be shared with

many responses to that which was published

choose to ignore or downplay the navy’s role

ber of ‘Letters to the Editor.’ ‘BZ’ to you all!

as many Canadians as possible. Should we
in Canada’s third ocean, we do so at our peril.

in our last issue take the form of a record num-

Yours aye,

While I have your attention, would Branch

George

Presidents kindly ensure that photographs,

From the bridge…
Jim Carruthers | National President | jmc@rruthers.com
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u SOME ISSUES

organization, should be in sync. We might ask:

focused on our naval heritage. The key is that I

rumblings, questions being asked:

do we want to go and how do we get there?

expect my NAC membership to cover those

Over a number of months I have heard a few

• What is NAC? What is our role?
• How does this function with our

what does Canada need, who are we, where

We operate on the thesis that Canada’s

Navy needs support and we as members of
the Naval Association of Canada accept this as

belong to these other organizations as I do not
very real needs. I belong to NAC because

I know Canadians must work to make sure
Canada has the capable and effective Navy it
needs.

		 National and Branch structure?

our primary role.

While we have discussed these issues at our

confusing and I suspect the genesis of angst

u ARE BRANCHES LOSING?

discussions have not touched the majority of

may be feeling.

ing individuals as members versus Branches.

columns have covered the issues from differ-

the Navy League of Canada because the cadet

to discuss these questions further.

Canadian Naval Technical History Association

ing NAC both in numbers and what it does.

u WHAT IS OUR ROLE?
Perceptions and interests vary widely from
Branch to Branch, however, the core interests, especially as they relate to the National

der to help our aspiring young officers be all

hopefully with a richer program, younger,

The question as to who we are is perhaps

AGMs and during visits to Branches, these

that some Branches and individual members

Branches or members. Past ‘From the Bridge’

I belong to the Legion to support veterans,

ent perspectives but perhaps it is worthwhile

4
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program is an important part of our future, the

(CNTHA), I lead the RMC Foundation in orthey can be, I am a mess member because of
the camaraderie it affords and I support both

Sackville and Haida as important initiatives

Some debate continues to bubble up regardIt has been said that with all the changes,
Branches are losing.

This is not a zero sum game—we are grow-

Branches continue to be the core of NAC, but
larger and more diverse membership.

Part of this feeling is no doubt related

to fact that we have moved from a Branch

focused Association with little National im-

pact, to a new member based structure intent
on building national presence and supporting

our Navy. We have not reduced the impor-

tance of Branches. Indeed, initiatives critical to
explaining to Canadians why we need a navy

‘naval family’ members and engendering
community camaraderie that is so important
to members. While there is some overlap,
where the rubber meets the road National
and Branches do different things. The same

destination but different courses.
u WHAT DO WE DO?
In closing, a very few words on what we as
the Naval Association of Canada do…

epitomized by our OUTREACH program can

only be delivered at the Branch level. So instead of reducing the role of Branches, I submit

that the role of Branches has expanded as we
have grown the pie.
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u ARE BRANCHES MINI-NATIONALS?
Branches might think a Branch should mirror National. They might feel, for example,
a need to have a Naval Affairs Director on
the Branch executive. I suggest that this is
not productive. Both segments are of course
involved in our core activity of educating Canadians on the need for an effective
and capable Navy. However, the execution
is very different. There are initiatives that
only National can accomplish but there are
even more initiatives that only a Branch can
deliver. If we take that the raison d’être of
NAC is to educate Canadians as to the need
for an effective and capable Navy, how does
this Branch/National thing work?
The work is best segmented. Essential
tasks are to educate the Canadian federal
political leadership as to the need for a
Navy and to relate to RCN headquarters.
This happens primarily in Ottawa and is
executed, in the main, through writing and
publishing position papers. However, to
be successful we also need to educate Canadian voters and prospective voters, nationwide at the local and provincial levels.
We plan to accomplish this nationwide task
through our OUTREACH program which
can only be executed at the Branch level. It
isn’t a choice between one and the other—
we have to do both—but we cannot have
both segments of our association mucking
around in both areas. We each have a different part-ship.
Of course National has other jobs to do
such as communicating with members to
help ensure we establish a common base of
understanding of issues, awards, endowment fund operation, administrative and
legal functions, and so on. Branches have
a larger role in recruiting members, creating and running NAC events, generating
financial support, building bridges to local

• We educate, we do not lobby. Other like-minded

organizations may, but we do not.

• We produce position papers not opinion papers.

Members are encouraged to state opinions but
NAC does not.

• With naval ships being a 50 year endeavour we

educate all politicians of all parties for they will
certainly change.

• We welcome all who are interested in ensuring

Canada has an effective, capable Navy.

Yours aye

Jim

GET ON THE ‘NAC NEWS’ LIST and GET IN THE KNOW!
NAC is now sending out naval news of interest on a weekly or better basis but doesn’t
reach a large part of our membership simply
because we don’t have your email addresses.
Should anyone have an email address and
not be receiving these news items from me,
please drop me an email and I’ll add you to
the list. So, don’t delay …

Get on the ‘NAC NEWS’ email
distribution list today!
CONTACT JIM CARRUTHERS
jimc@rruthers.com

Starshell | Spring 2015
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From the front desk…
Ken Lait

|

Executive Director

A

|
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executivedirector-nac@outlook.com
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fter a long and cold winter here in the

27 June 2015, you will also find a Proxy Vote

award recipients and we hope to see many of

look like spring might actually arrive. I

heard. Please use it to ensure your five choic-

sented by the National President. The Endow-

Form that you can use to make your voice

nation’s capital it is finally starting to

would personally like to thank all our members

es are acknowledged and counted in the final

on the west coast, many of whom have been so

vote.

kind as to keep me appraised of the flowers

I would also entreat you as members to

blooming, trees getting green and blossoming

ensure that your personal information is com-

boasted about cutting it yet). Even in Calgary

ship director (name, address, telephone num-

and grass being green (although no one has

plete and up to date with your local member-

I have watched as the temperatures soared

ber and email are essential to us ensuring we

from frequent chinooks and we here suffered

are operating legitimately within the Canada

the coldest February in decades. But enough of

Not For Profit Corporations Act requirements).

this reminiscing and on to business.

I will be asking for a current list of members

A new year is upon us and it comes with

just before the AGM to ensure that all voters are

many opportunities. As members you will be

eligible to vote, either by proxy or in person.

voting for five (5) new directors from a slate

I would like to thank all the Branches for

of six (6) candidates—a new and exciting op-

their timely inputs to the Awards and En-

Elsewhere in this issue [see pages 8 to 11] and

winners and Endowment Fund grants will be

portunity for you to make your voice heard.

dowment Fund call requests for 2015. Award

on our website you will find the candidates’

you at the AGM so that the award can be prement Fund has received over $70,000 in re-

quests this year and with only $30,000 available
funding, will face a daunting challenge in de-

termining where monies will be allocated. To

meet all requests, the Endowment Fund would
have to double from the current $800,000 to

$1,600,000! The Endowment Fund Committee
is very thankful for the generosity of our members in their donations in response to their 2014

campaign, but asks that we all think about the
need expressed above when you consider your

response for 2015. The goal will again be high
as your Fund seeks to raise the bar on its ability

to meet the wide variety of requests it is now
considering.

announced at the AGM and will be published

names and, if you are unable to attend this

Yours aye,

on the website and in the summer Starshell.

year’s Annual General Meeting in Calgary on

Branch Presidents have been advised of their

			

NAC Regalia Sales

Blazer Badge (NAC or RCN)					$23.00 each
Blazer Buttons (NAC) 				Large			$29.00 each
		

				Small 		$27.00 each

Cuff Links (NOAC)							$37.00 pair
Medallion Lapel Pins		Gold, Silver, Bronze 		

$5.00 each

Medallion Neck Decorations					$95.00 ea.
NOAC Plaque		

Ready for engraving			

Necktie 		

NOAC/NAC/RCN			$36.00 ea.

$25.00 ea.

All prices include taxes and shipping. Send orders to the Executive Director
Cheques payable to “NAC National”
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THE NAVAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA
L’ASSOCIATION NAVALE DU CANADA
70th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday 27 June 2015
Village Park Inn, Calgary Alberta

AGENDA
70.1			
70.1.1		

Welcome by the National President
Moment of Silence for Departed Comrades (Annex A)

70.2			

Quorum Confirmation						

70.3			

Approval:

70.3.1		

Agenda								

President

Secretary

70.3.2		
Secretary

Minutes of the 69th AGM held October 3, 2014				

70.4			

Business Arising from the 70.3.2					

Secretary

70.5			

Report by the National President					

President

70.6			

Treasurer’s Report							

Treasurer

70.7			

Acceptance of Financial Statement 2014/2015			

Treasurer

70.8			Appointment of Reviewer						Treasurer
70.9			

Election of Directors						

President

70.10			Annual Conference Schedule					Secretary
70.11			New Business							President
70.11.1		

Endowment Fund Allocations 2015 (Annex C)

70.11.2		

NAC Awards 2015 (Annex D)

70.12			

Date of Next Annual General Meeting				

Secretary

70.13			Adjournment							President
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DIRECTOR CANDIDATES – ENDORSEMENTS
Ed Williams – Dr. Williams served on the NOAC National Board 1990-

ROWLAND MARSHALL – Rowland Marshall served in both the Regular

President he spearheaded the establishment of the NAC (then-NOAC)

member of NSNOA, Rowland served two separate terms as President of

1992 including duties as VP, President and Past President. As National
Endowment Fund. He also served as Chair of the Local Organizing
Committee for NOAC AGMs held in 1992 and 1997. A founding member

of the NL Branch, he served in all Executive positions over the past 30
years. He currently serves as NLNAC Secretary, as a Director on the Na-

tional Board and Chairman of the Membership Committee established
by the Board in 2014. Outside NAC he serves as National Secretary to

and Reserve Forces, ending up as CO of HMCS Scotian. A long term
NSNOA plus four years as a national director. We feel he can make a real

contribution to NAC. Based on his 20 years of experience on the NSNOA
Board of Directors plus his exposure to National over the years, it is felt

that he can provide a vast fund of knowledge as a Director on the NAC
Board.

the College and University Associations of Canada (CURAC), Chair of

JIM CARRUTHERS – Jim Carruthers’ dedication to the mission of NAC

sons (CARP) and as Race Control Chair of the Royal St. John’s regatta.

was instrumental in reshaping the focus of the Association through

the St. John’s-Avalon Chapter of the Canadian Association of Retired PerDr. Williams’ record speaks for itself on his qualifications to continue his
service and contributions to NAC as a Director on the National Board.

RON SKELTON – Ron was elected Winnipeg Branch President and Na-

tional Director in April 2010 for a one year term. He has been re-elected
subsequently with his present term of office expiring in 2016. The Branch
believes that its President should have remained a Director throughout

the changes taking place nationally to provide continuity. While he is no
longer a Director he has, as Branch President, carried out all local duties
that would fall to a Director. His long interest in the organization and his
regular attendance at National meetings make him very knowledgeable
regarding the organization and its issues.

CHARLES O’LEARY – LCdr (Ret’d) Charles O’Leary is currently serving
the Public Service of Canada as an FI-03 in the capacity of J8-Comptroller

of 4 CF Health Group in Montréal (Now Royal Canadian Medical Corps).
He is also an experienced and competent management consultant, hold-

ing a Certified DND Management Consultant Designation, and is a very
experienced strategic planner. He served in both the Defence 2000 Secretariat and the Primary Care Renewal Team for Health Services and was

a member of the core team designing and implementing the concept of
Integrated Strategic and Cost Management in DND. He has an ebullient

personality and dedicated to achieving his chosen or assigned goals. He

is evidenced by his two years as President of NAC-O during which he
change to be more inclusive of the modern serving naval personnel and
those who support the Navy, by developing a Branch program that sig-

nificantly raised the profile of the Association and for the first time raised
significant funding for future work. The Conference model, now exe-

cuted twice in Ottawa and once in Victoria, and the two Battle of the At-

lantic Gala Dinners in Ottawa, have been overwhelming successes with
the Navy and event sponsors acknowledging the Naval Association of

Canada as the ‘go-to’ organization educating Canadians on the need for
a strong navy. As National President of NAC over the past two years
Jim has continued to promote the Association and develop innovative

means to grow our membership. He has dedicated enormous time and
effort to get our members better informed of items of interest regarding

the RCN and other navies of the world, and he has personally recruited
many of the outstanding members who now populate the NAC Board of

Directors. He has travelled to visit Branches at their request to provide

his future vision of the NAC and has been instrumental in encouraging
changes adopted by many Branches. Perhaps most significantly, he has,

through personal contact with the leadership of the RCN, demonstrated
that membership by serving member of the RCN is value added from

a professional standpoint, such that they have joined and thus by their
personal example, have validated the importance of the NAC to all other
serving personnel of all ranks.

has maintained a life-long dedication to the Navy, was appointed Mr.

DENNIS BAIRD

partment of Tourism and Maritime Command to promote the 70th anni-

• President of Montréal Branch since 2013.

from each province and territory in Canada, visiting 10 major cities to

• MA in Human Systems Intervention

Navy in 1980 as the Representative of the Province of Nova Scotia Deversary celebrations on a Cross Canada tour, with fellow representatives

promote the Naval Celebrations. Charles achieved the ranks of Petty

Officer 1st Class and was commissioned from the ranks. As a newly pro-

moted commissioned officer, he was appointed Commanding Officer of

• BA Degrees in History, Politics and Psychology (Honours).
• Twenty-five years as an officer in the Regular Force (Armoured Br.).
• Retired after 56 years of service (Army & Civil Service) primarily as

an educator and consultant in CF Management Development School.

a Summer Recruit Training Program (NRSSTP) overseeing the training

• Awarded CDS Commendation for actions when UN Truce Supervi-

Control of Shipping Officer in HMCS Scotian in Halifax. After moving to

• NAC member since 2008.

of 250 new recruits. He served as Engineering Training Officer, Naval
Montréal in 1985 Charles was appointed Operations Officer and then Executive Officer and retired as XO from HMCS Donnacona. He continued
his support to the NAC Montréal Branch through the organization of a

Fundraiser Variety Show held on the drill deck at HMCS Donnacona—the
NAC Ho Ho Ho Christmas Variety Show to raise funds for Soldier On,

and most recently by participating in a recruiting presentation on behalf
of NAC assisting the Branch President. I believe he would be an excellent

sory Observer (Palestine).

• Working to revitalize the Branch and develop relations with HMCS
Donnacona and Sea Cadets.

• Functionally bilingual.

• Wrote book in 2010 to celebrate 100 years of the Naval Service of
Canada.

• Actively involved in community affairs.

director on the NAC BOD.
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PROXY FORM INSTRUCTIONS
The Naval Association of Canada
Annual General Meeting 27 June 2015

INSTRUCTIONS:
1.

Insert your name and the name of your proxy holder where indicated. If you do not
know a member who will be attending, you may appoint the National President or the
Executive Director as your proxy holder.
2. Indicate your instructions to your proxy holder by checking either 1 (as the proxy
holder sees fit), or 2 (as you direct).
3. If you check 2, you must then indicate how you wish your proxy holder to vote, either
for, against or withhold as allowed against each of the items to be voted on in choice #2.
4. For the election of the Board of Directors, you may vote yes for up to five (5) candidates
and withhold your vote for any or all of the nominees. The top five (5) vote totals will
determine which of the six (6) directors are elected. (See note b. below)
5. Sign and date your form and return it:
a. via email (the emailed version does not have to be signed) to:
		
executivedirector-nac@outlook.com not later than 20 June 2015;
b. via post to the NAC Executive Director at 308 Kennedy Lane East,
		 Orleans ON K1E 3M4. All posted ballots must arrive by Friday,
		 18 June 2015 to ensure that they are collected before the Executive
		 Director travels to the Annual Conference and AGM the next week.
NOTE:
a. A Financial Summary and AGM Minutes will be available electronically NLT
		 6 June 2015 upon request to the Executive Director.
b. While the maximum number of YES votes you may cast for directors is five (5),
		 you can withhold your votes for any and all six candidates. Withholding your
		 vote is not a vote “against,” it only ensures that there is no vote “Yes” cast in your
		 name. Additionally, if you vote for less than five (5) candidates, withholding your
		 vote for the rest ensures that your intentions are clear to your proxy holder.
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PROXY FORM

THE NAVAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 27 JUNE 2015
I,__________________________________________________________________
			
(Member’s name)
of _________________________________________________________________
				
(Address)
Being a member in good standing of the Naval Association of Canada (NAC)
HEREBY APPOINT:
________________________________________________
				
(Member’s name/NAC President/Executive Director
To be my proxy holder and to attend the 27 June 2015 NAC Annual General Meeting in
Calgary, AB and to any adjournments thereof, and to vote on my behalf as directed below.
Signed this _______day of ____________________2015
		
________________________________________________
				
(Member’s signature)
		

________________________________________________
(Member’s contact phone number and/or email)

1. As my proxy holder sees fit; OR
2. By my direction as follows:				

FOR AGAINST

a. Approval - 2014 AGM Minutes:
b. Approval - 2015 Financial Statements:
c. Nominees as listed below (to a maximum of five (5) yes votes)

NOMINEE				YES		WITHHOLD
Dennis Baird

Jim Carruthers
Rowland Marshall
Charles O’Leary
Ron Skelton
Ed Williams
For all votes called but not included in my direction above,
I authorize my proxy holder to vote as my proxy holder sees fit.

DESIGN
BUILD
SUPPORT
At BAE Systems we design and manufacture complex warships and submarines,
as well as their combat systems and equipment to detect, track and destroy threats.
We also deliver a range of maritime services, including performance based
contracting, training solutions, and modernisation programs for ships and equipment.
With a strong track record of collaboration, we work with navies and industry partners
worldwide to share technology and transfer skills. Focusing on our customers, we
pride ourselves on understanding their evolving needs, meeting their expectations
and delivering on our commitments.

BAE Systems Projects (Canada) Ltd.
Ottawa, Ontario
Tel: 613-231-3535
www.baesystems.com
12
CS060414.v01
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Canada's Arctic Security
By Senator Bill Rompkey

A

few years ago, the aptly named Ber-

serk II with convicted criminals and

Arctic waters, there is no such system dedicat-

We have to be thankful for the Arctic Off-

ed solely to the Arctic.

shore Patrol Ships (AOPS) but have to ask …

board, sailed undisturbed through

Arctic increases exponentially. As the ice cap

year ice but will need the help of icebreakers

she sailed into the Inuit community of Cam-

vast marine and sub-sea resources, to increased

members of the Hells Angels on

Canadian waters and was only noticed when
bridge Bay. She and her crew were apprehended by the RCMP and later deported. Our Senate Committee learned

And yet the vulnerability of the Canadian

recedes ever more rapidly, it opens up access to

shipping and the increased potential for oil

spills and to the communities of the people

will they be up to the job? They can break first
to navigate through multi-year ice. And Coast
Guard ships are quietly rusting out. Many of
them are forty years old. Do we have enough

AOPS? Only two at a time will be available.

They will be able to

carry helicopters. The

of just how porous re-

pad will accommodate

mote Canadian waters

all helicopters in the

are from residents of

Canadian Forces except

Cambridge Bay when

for the Chinook. Heli-

we visited there on

copters are, of course,

our second trip to as-

essential for any search

sess and report on Arc-

and rescue or even re-

tic security and, more

supply. The top speed

particularly, the Coast

of the AOPS will be

Guard.

17 knots and they will

Up to 2010, there

have limited armament

was no obligation for

capability because they

any vessel to report to
Canadian

are being built to per-

authorities

form primarily a con-

when entering our Arc-

stabulary role.

tic waters. Our Committee

Director

that such reporting be

mandatory and shortly

after the Government so decreed, but only for
vessels over 300 tons.

Rob

Huebert, the Associate

recommended

who live there.

We have, of course, submitted to the Law of

of

Military

and Strategic Studies at

the University of Calgary in a recent article for
the Globe and Mail said:

If you go to Dockyard in Halifax, you will

the Sea Tribunal our claim to a wedge of Arc-

the Coast Guard, the RCMP, even the American

the Scandinavian countries. But these latter are

the Danes and the Norwegians have spent the

otherwise. Indeed, not only have Arctic na-

air force into a considerably more combat-capa-

ters but the Chinese have sent a state of the art

it is difficult to think of conflict in the Arctic,

see a bank of instruments watched by the RCN,

Navy. Their job is to detect and track all ships
entering or about to enter Canadian Atlantic

waters. The same thing happens for our Pacific
waters at Esquimalt. While both Halifax and
Esquimalt may have some responsibility for

tic waters. So have the Russians and so have

Canadians may be surprised to learn that even

building state of the art vessels both armed and

last decade rebuilding much of their navy and

tions stepped up their interest in northern wa-

ble force that operates well in the Arctic. Today

icebreaker to the Arctic waters for a look-see.

but then why are all our neighbours rearming?
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And from where will the resupply of these

flown with our Sartechs out of Gander and I

their own boats and their own snowmobiles?

mine off the beaten path. The last time I was

armed forces in training, capability and per-

sured? And why aren’t they part of the regu-

ships take place? Nanisivik is an abandoned

there it was a mess of rubble and rusted equip-

ment. Maybe it has been cleaned up, but it’s
available because it’s cheap and not because it

can verify that they are second to none in our

sonal strength. But Gander is a long way from
Iqaluit or Pangnirtung or Pond Inlet.

Meanwhile, the base at Goose Bay remains

is strategically located.

relatively unused. Is there a similar facility any-

flict in the Arctic but my experience at NATO

traffic control, adequate accommodation, fire-

God forbid that there will be armed con-

showed me that unless you have adequate

muscle to back you up, nobody pays much attention to what you say. We need to walk softly

and carry a big stick. But twigs won’t impress
anybody.

where in the Arctic with 11,000 foot runways, air

fighting capability, relatively good weather and
experienced support staff? And there is not one

Canadian Forces Cormorant helicopter stationed in Goose Bay.

A year ago, young Burton Winters died near

Why not share that stick with the Ameri-

Makkovik, Labrador before a helicopter could

various fishing jurisdictions with them. Our

Bay. Is a Cormorant worth more than a human

cans. We are partners in NATO and we share
Arctic waters are contiguous and NORAD

has worked successfully for decades. If we
can jointly defend our skies, why not our
seas?

Working together on the continent

Are they and their personal equipment inlar Canadian Forces Reserves? Should they be
army or navy? These are all legitimate ques-

tions to be answered as we carry out the protec-

tion of our Arctic. In most cases the Canadian
Rangers are leaders in their communities and
important role models. Could they be trained

in the use of the caches of remediation equip-

ment scattered throughout the Arctic? It may
not be the place here to ask why there are not
more Inuit in the Canadian Armed Forces, but
it is a good question.

Canada launched Operation Nunalivut 2015

reach him. It probably had to refuel at Goose

on April 1st, an exercise involving a little more

life? Of course, Goose Bay would not be well

takes place around Cambridge Bay, Nunavut.

located for service in the western Arctic, but I
believe it would be a good first step. The point

is that as the ice cap melts there will be more

than 200 personnel. It runs until April 22nd and
The Canadian Forces has billed it as a “large
scale military exercise.”

But Dave Pugliese, a leading Canadian

traffic and more incidents.

journalist on defense matters for many years,

solved our disputed territories in the western

most of its northern “marine domain aware-

Ottawa Citizen, that it pales in comparison to

with our US friends on the subject of joint Arc-

water. Air surveillance of northern waters re-

we share is not an option but a necessity.

And yet, our two countries still have not reArctic. Hopefully we have entered discussions
tic surveillance. Time and tide wait for no man.

As the Arctic ice recedes, there will be more

and more activity in Canadian Arctic waters.

That means there will be more activity of an
economic nature, and we all know the amount
of oil and gas reserves there, not to mention the

minerals, and, of course, the tourist potential.

We welcome the increased activity but we have
to make sure that our maps are up to date and
that our capacity for search and rescue is ade-

quate. Surveying the ocean floor is essential for
increased shipping. And yet the captain of the

CCGS Louis St. Laurent told me several years

The Coast Guard already gives Canada

ness,” that is the big picture of what is on the

mains severely limited. Besides Coast Guard
shipboard helicopters during the navigation
season, bits of information come from the Na-

tional Aerial Surveillance Program using Twin

Otters from the south during shipping season.
There are Aurora over-flights from time to time

search and rescue. But those pilots, capable as
they are, (and from experience I know them to

be among the finest), do not have the training
or the equipment for search and rescue. I have
14
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Pugliese goes on: “the Conservative govern-

some defence analysts for not following through on
Construction of a fleet of Arctic patrol vessels as well

was scuttled. The purchase of utility planes for mili-

vided through a contract with a private comthe Arctic.

It is our Arctic and the first proof of that is

They are people of the sea and of the land.

Often, private helicopters are used for

short notice.”

The East and Wests Coasts of Canada have

mittee as looking through the end of a straw.

depatched from Trenton, Ontario. For the east

Sarnia and Trenton, hardly Arctic locations.

had the ability to put large numbers into the field at

as a new Coast Guard icebreaker have been delayed.

that the Inuit live there and have for thousands

coast, Esquimalt. But for the third coast it’s

sage to NATO nations that Russia’s military still

ters from a satellite was describe to our Com-

in the Arctic is still Sarnia, Ontario, although

coast it’s obviously Halifax and for the west

That exercise, he says: “was meant to send a mes-

years of promises on Arctic military capabilities.

rather than shipping. Looking at Arctic wa-

pany. There is no such dedicated aircraft for

presumably search and rescue equipment is

surface ships and submarines and 110 aircraft.

satellites are dedicated to ice reconnaissance

may be helpful in the future, but at the moment

completion. We can’t wait that long.

I know the headquarters for search and rescue

ago involving 38,000 military personnel, 50

ment has come under fire from Opposition MPs and

dedicated fisheries surveillance aircraft, pro-

On the matter of search and rescue, as far as

the Russian exercise in the Arctic several weeks

and sporadic transport flights. RADARSAT 2

ago that at the rate of funding provided for sur-

veying the sea bottom, it will take 50 years to

has pointed out in a recent article in the

of years. They are proof that this is Canada.

They know their homeland well and, therefore,

An earlier promise for a fleet of armed icebreakers
tary operations in the Arctic has also been delayed
and the project to establish a deep-water port in the
region has been scaled back.”

But at least the present Government has

recognized the importance of the Arctic. The

Prime Minister has gone there every year
showing that he recognizes this.

And the

Government in 2009 passed legislation to extend the Arctic Waters Pollution Prevention Act

whatever we do in the Arctic must be done in

from 100 to 200 miles. The CBC, too, has to be

that any land operations would not be effec-

tial and problems. The Liberals and the NDP

partnership with them. Indeed, it can be said

tively and safely carried out without Inuit support. And yet, only recently were the Lee Enfield rifles the Canadian Rangers used, replaced

with more modern weapons. Do they still use

given credit for its attention to Arctic potenhave yet to be heard from. What is their plan

for the development and protection of the Canadian Arctic? It is time we heard from them.

Canadians in general have a love affair with

FACT SHEET

HARRY DEWOLF-CLASS ARCTIC/OFFSHORE PATROL SHIP
Halifax-class Canadian
Patrol Frigate
Displacement: 4,770 tonnes

AOPS SPECIFICATIONS:

The Arctic/Offshore Patrol Ship (AOPS) project will deliver six ice-capable ships, designated as the
Harry DeWolf Class, after Canadian wartime naval hero Vice-Admiral Harry DeWolf. The AOPS will
be capable of:
• armed sea-borne surveillance of Canada's waters, including the Arctic
• providing government situational awareness of activities and events in these regions
• cooperating with other partners in the Canadian Armed Forces and other government departments to
assert and enforce Canadian sovereignty, when and where necessary.
Construction of the ﬁrst AOPS will begin in September 2015, with HMCS Harry DeWolf scheduled for
delivery in 2018.

Length:

103 metres

Beam:

19 metres

Complement:

65

Harry DeWolf-class Arctic/
Offshore Patrol Ship
Displacement: 6,440 tonnes
Kingston-class Maritime
Coastal Defence Vessel
Displacement: 970 tonnes

To scale

MULTI-PURPOSE OPERATIONAL SPACE
Where operational planning and mission
execution will be coordinated.

INTEGRATED BRIDGE NAVIGATION SYSTEM
Modern integrated bridge, from which control
of navigation, machinery, and damage control
systems can be performed.

HELICOPTER CAPABILITY
Depending on the mission, the embarked
helicopter could range from a small utility aircraft
right up to the new CH-148 maritime helicopter.

BAE MK 38 GUN

CARGO/PAYLOADS

Remote controlled 25 mm gun to support
domestic constabulary role.

Multiple payload options such as
shipping containers, underwater survey equipment, or a landing
craft. Ship has a 20-tonne crane to self-load/unload.

ENCLOSED FOCSLE/
CABLE DECK

VEHICLE BAY
For rapid mobility over land or ice,
the ship can carry vehicles such as pickup
trucks, ATVs, and snowmobiles.

Protects foredeck machinery
and workspace from harsh
Arctic environment.

BOW THRUSTER

DIESEL/ELECTRIC PROPULSION

To enable manoeuvring or berthing
without tug assistance.

Propulsion: Two 4.5 megawatt main propulsion engines,
four 3.6 megawatt generators.

Royal Canadian Navy
Public Affairs – January 2015
www.forces.gc.ca

MULTI-ROLE RESCUE BOATS

RETRACTABLE ACTIVE FIN STABILIZERS

Top speed of 35+ knots, 8.5 metres long. Will support rescues,
personnel transfers, or boarding operations.

Deployed to reduce ship roll for open ocean operations,
retracted for operations in ice.

the Arctic as witnessed in the Stan Rogers song
and the recent fascination with the discovery of

one of the Franklin expedition vessels (see page

Canada today.
Senator Bill Rompkey was first elected to the

22. Ed.). It is ours and we have to show that it

House of Commons in the 1972 federal election as

But the course of nature is inexorable. The

White Bay–Labrador, the first of seven consecutive

is by our presence there.

the Liberal Member of Parliament for Grand Falls–

melting of the ice cap is gathering speed. The

election victories.  In 1980, Prime Minister Pierre

warming. And so is the interest of those who

as Minister of National Revenue. In 1982 he was

glaciers are disappearing.

The waters are

see the Arctic potential.

My grandfather, a master mariner, used to

exhort me to “make haste.” It’s good advice for

Trudeau elevated Rompkey to the Canadian Cabinet
moved to the position of Minister of State for Small
Businesses and Tourism, becoming Minister of State

for Mines in 1984. He was Minister of State for

Transport in the short lived Cabinet of John Turner
until the government’s defeat in the 1984 election.

In 1985, the Governor General of Canada, Roméo
LeBlanc, on the advice of Prime Minister Jean Chrétien, appointed Rompkey to the Canadian Senate.

In 2001 he became Government Whip in the Senate
and was deputy leader of the government in the Sen-

ate until the Conservatives took power in February

2006. He reached the mandatory retirement age of
75 on May 13th, 2011.

Earlier in his life, Bill also served as a Lieutenant

in the Royal Canadian Navy Reserve.
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Letters to the editor
NAVAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA

ASSOCIATION NAVALE DU CANADA

n Bill’s Corner: “Lost and Found” – La Salle and Le Griffon (Winter
2014-15, No. 68, edition Starshell, p.34).

tion with his very well phrased and reasonable appeal to a Minister of
National Revenue’s refusal to allow Wardroom dues as a taxable deduc-

tion in the exercise of his—and all our—practice of our profession as

I

nteresting piece by Bill Clearihue on Sieur de La Salle’s ship Griffon.

naval officers. In cases heard in 1969 and 1970 the taxation decision was

Griffon’s remains in a bay about 10 km west of Ontario’s Tobermory on

pealed that decision to the Exchequer Court which in turn reversed the

The Telegram had a Saturday series on Ontario small towns. A ‘Tely’

fees,” even although, as he contended, without payment of which an

feature on Tobermory. MacLean was an innovative newsman with an

a further appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada, his costs might have

a few beers. There he met local fishing guide Orey Vale, and in conversa-

total costs would have accrued to him over a deduction of some $43.30.

ship which might be the Griffon. MacLean drove to Owen Sound where

tainly in most of our minds, his case was valid.

back to Tobermory and the next day, Vale took him to the wreck site. He

ties accruing to anyone serving as a naval officer, that such service was a

forged square nails and wood samples. It made a great story and to

Wardroom. The case was disallowed in Exchequer Court solely on the

working on the Tely when this happened and later had a chance to speak

contention of his professional duties. His arguments made one proud to

Peter Ward

Fraser McKee, NAC Toronto

n “The Bofors Gun, Starshell Book Review by Colonel Peter J. Wil-

n “This Will Have to Do,” RAdm Bob Welland’s Memoirs, Winter

liams, Winter 2014-15, No. 69, edition Starshell, p.36.

2014-15, Issue #69, p.27.

T

I

because of top-weight considerations these were never fitted. In fact,

name. The Ausonia that SLt Welland sailed on was the 1922 ‘A’ Class

these guns.

became an Armed Merchant Cruiser, was bought by the Admiralty in

sent to defend our air bases in Germany, I was informed that all the guns

She was scrapped in 1965. […and not to be outdone by Fraser’s use of Latin

In the 1950s the Toronto Telegram ran a story about the discovery of

overturned by the Income Tax Appeal Board, however, the MNR ap-

Georgian Bay. It happened like this…

decision and thus the dues were not allowed as “required professional

photographer-reporter, John MacLean, was assigned to do a small town

officer could not practice his or her profession. While Bob considered

unslakable thirst, and when finished work he retired to the local pub for

been substantial particularly if he lost in that court, in which case the

tion Vale convinced MacLean that he had found the wreck of a very old

He thus wisely abandoned his application to appeal. Even although cer-

he rented scuba gear and a waterproof housing for his camera. He went

The points he made were a heartening summary of the required du-

produced pictures and took samples from the wreck, including hand-

‘profession,’ and that to do so required him or her to be a member of the

this day many believe the Griffon’s remains had been discovered. I was

basis of the wording in the Income Tax Act, not in disagreement of Bob’s

with Orey Vale about the wreck.

be among the same ‘Band of Brothers.’ Requiescat in pacem Bob.

he reviewer of the subject book perpetuates the myth that Bofors

guns were fitted in HMCS Bonaventure. It was the intention to fit

eight L70 Bofors to the aircraft carrier, two at each ‘corner.’ However,

hate to make any criticism of the outstanding issue I just received but

I must point out the old postcard of the RMS Ausonia [that then-SLt

Welland travelled on, Ed.] was too old. It shows a previous ship of that

I have never been able to determine if Canada ever actually acquired

ship that had quite a different appearance and two masts, not four. She

In conversation with a Major who commanded the ex-RCN Bofors

1942 and conve.rted to a heavy repair ship, also serving as such postwar.

there were of the L50 version, so the L70s never popped up there. Any-

in closing the preceding item … Mea culpa … Keep them coming folks! Ed.]

Doug Maginley, NSNAC

way, I am left to wonder if the error was the author’s or the reviewers.

Pat D. C. Barnhouse, NAC Ottawa

Reviewer’s Response – To be fair to Pat, the book does not mention

n Cover Photo of HMCS Labrador, Winter 2014-15, No. 69, photo

Bofors Guns. For what it’s worth, I did a fact check on Wikipedia and it

W

Bonaventure, though it was always my understanding that she mounted
says that Bonaventure mounted eight Bofors guns. If indeed I’m wrong, I
stand corrected and will defer to Pat.

Colonel Peter J. Williams, Ottawa, ON

n Captain(N) The Hon. R. A. F. Montgomery, CD, QC, Ret’d

I

cutline p.2.

ith respect, in your description of the cover photo in the last issue
of Starshell, you mentioned that HMCS Labrador was the first ship

to circumnavigate North America. In fact the RCMP schooner St. Roch

was the first ship to accomplish this feat in 1950 (see Wikipedia). Labrador was the first warship to do so.

I really like the new appearance of Starshell, and as always, the content

was much saddened recently to see an obituary for Bob Montgomery,

and the layout is superb. [Once again I stand corrected and thanks for the

of Queen’s Bench. Some ten years ago we exchanged letters in connect-

Mike Cooper, NSNAC

late CO of HMCS Tecumseh, Calgary, and a Justice of the Alberta Court
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positive comments regarding the new layout … much appreciated Mike! Ed.]

The briefing room
NAVAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA

ASSOCIATION NAVALE DU CANADA

A Salty Dips Progress Report

Greetings from exotic places!

T

he Salty Dips Committee is continuing to progress with this NAC Ot-

tawa project which brings the personal accounts and stories of those

who have served in the navy to a wider audience as part of a NAC larger

naval affairs programme. The associated webpage: http://navalassoc.

ca/branches/ottawa/salty-dips/ has been recently revised so please
have a look. Work is underway by the editorial team to produce these

volumes in electronic format starting with the latest volume of Salty
Dips, Volume 10, “An All Round Look.” This way folks can pay for and
download Salty Dips right from the NAC Ottawa website. The electronic

version of Volume 10 will include an additional ‘Dip,’ not found in the
print version, by Keith Nesbit on his experience in command of HMCS
Okanagan during a multinational exercise. We hope to have this service
up and running by summer 2015. Over time it is intended to have all
volumes of Salty Dips available for purchase in electronic format.

While you are there, note that we have made price adjustments in or-

der to reduce our holdings of past volumes. Volume 10 and the compact

disk with Volumes 1 and 9 are still $15.00, but Volumes 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8 and
the soft cover version of 9, are now $10 each and the hardcover version
of Volume 9 is now $20.00. In addition, you can get a set of Volumes 2, 3,

5, 6, 7, 8 and the soft cover version of 9 for $50.00. All purchases can be
made by mail or online using the website with payment made by credit

N

AC VI members Michael Morres, David Cooper and Norm Smythe

enjoying the cruise aboard RV Kalaw Pandaw down the Irrawaddy

River during the recent NAC Tour to Myanmar (Burma) and Indonesia.
Don’t miss out on the next adventure ... “Tame the Winter and See the

Wild” in South Africa, January 27th to 31st, 2016! [See advertisement on

card or PayPal. Volumes 2 and 5 are in fairly short supply, but we have

page 39.]

donating this to a local school library, for the lunch room at your office or

Longtime Edmonton Branch member Dr. John
Dugan named “Veterinarian of the Year”

lots of everything else. Please consider buying a volume or two and
to enjoy on your next trip.

Your Salty Dips Committee is also planning for Volume 11, tentatively

planned for release in 2017, so as to be ready for the 150th Anniversary of
have for a theme, if any, but are looking for your stories about life in the

D

can’t personally write your ‘Dip,’ let me, Richard Guitar, know at rrjgui-

nary

Confederation. We haven’t made a final decision as to what we want to
RCN. Any and all contributions are welcome, and if you feel that you
tar@gmail.com or 613-371-2171, and we will try to arrange an interview
so that we can sit down with you and record it.

As always, Salty Dips is a collection of stories, not official history but

the recollections of current and retired members of the RCN about their
adventures and experiences at sea and ashore. The ‘Dips’ cover almost
all the history of the RCN from The Great War to the present. We want to
expand the breadth of the tales collected and bring in more content from
non-commissioned members, spouses and married service couples cop-

ing with the vagaries of deployments, home life, the good and the bad of
the RCN’s impact on you. Salty Dips is a record of RCN experience and
we all have things that have happened to us or were witness to, that are

worth writing down. Some are short and funny, some are long and less
so. We look forward to your contributions and enjoy being the first one
to read them.

Richard Guitar, NAC Ottawa

r. John Dugan of Red Deer, Alberta, longtime active member of

Edmonton Branch, has been named “Veterinarian of the Year” for

2014 by the Alberta VeteriMedical

Association.

John has been the Edmonton
Branch member and alter-

nate member on our National
Board of Directors for as long

as I, your editor, can remember.

The award recognizes

“…those who make outstand-

ing contributions to veterinary
medicine or veterinary science”

and is considered one of the
highest awards that the Al-

berta Veterinary Medical Association can bestow on one
of its members.

John has

been practicing for 61 years

Starshell | Spring 2015

17

and was selected over almost 2,000 other Veterinarians in the province.

the past few years.

remarked John, “I was caught flat-footed.”

Sara Kucher, who is in charge of the ship’s charitable fund raising. “It

Red Deer at a time when he was the only veterinarian in the community.

derstanding of the breadth of the work the team there does for patients.”

“I could have been knocked over by a feather when they announced my name,”
After graduating from the University of Guelph he set up his clinic in

He finds it incredible that he has been in practice for 61 years. “The years

“This is a charity that our ship has supported for many years,” said SLt

was really interesting to be able to visit the burn unit and get a better un-

While in the city the team visited HMCS Chippawa, did two academic

have just flown by!” He has seen many changes in animal care but one

lectures, visited City Hall, spent an evening with the Friends of HMCS

“The human–animal bond is very important.  For some older people, that is all

game between the Winnipeg Jets and the Ottawa Senators.

that never changes is the relationship between pets and their owners.
they have.”

With thanks to “Action Stations” HMCS Sackville, Winter 2015

HMCS Winnipeg ‘team’ pays visit to namesake
city

Winnipeg and were able to take in the annual CF Appreciation hockey
“It is wonderful to have members of the crew visit the city and keep us up

to date with what they are doing,” said Ron Skelton, President of the Naval

Officers Association, Winnipeg Branch. “There is an interest within the city

about the ship and her exploits.  Now that she has come through her refit she will
be better than ever and we will follow her activities with great interest.”

By Gloria Kelly

NAC National President visits Winnipeg Branch

Back Row, L to R: Dick Shore, Member at Large (MAL), Bob Watkins,
MAL, Chris Thain, Past Branch President, Jerry Dawson, 1st Vice President, Chris Read, Treasurer, missing Ken Hilton MAL. FRONT ROW: Jim
Carruthers, National President and Ron Skelton, Winnipeg Branch PresiTOP: Cdr Pascal Belhumeur, the Commanding Officer of HMCS Winnipeg

dent.

talking with Ron Skelton, President NOAC Winnipeg Branch.

J

BOTTOM: HMCS Winnipeg’s Coxwain, CPO1 Michael Rochford speaking
with Bob Watkins, Past Branch President.

H

im Carruthers, NAC National President from Ottawa, met with
members of the Winnipeg Branch at their April Luncheon. The topic

was the way ahead for small branches.

MCS Winnipeg has come through her mid-life refit and is now under-

going all the trials and training needed to become fully operational.

By Ron Skelton, President Winnipeg Branch

the crew took the opportunity to pay a visit to Winnipeg for a namesake

NAC (formerly NOAC) Archives deposited in The
Military Museums, Calgary

In advance of the ship becoming a high-readiness unit, four members of
visit. “It is vitally important that we maintain connections with the city whose

name we carry,” said Cdr Pascal Belhumeur. “As we deploy and undertake
activities that may make the news, we want to be sure our work resonates with
this community.” While in the city the four members of the crew took the

T

he Military Museums (TMM) Library and Archives, located in Calgary, is proud to announce that the archival processing of the Naval

opportunity to visit with organizers of the Firefighters Burn Fund, the

Association of Canada (NAC, formerly the NOAC) collection is now

adding to the more than $6,000 that has been donated by the crew over

documentation—correspondence, briefs, reports and photographs—

ship’s official charity. They presented a cheque for $2,000 to the fund,
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complete. The collection consists of NAC’s comprehensive working

Annapolis Sunk
Photos courtesy LCdr (Ret’d) Rick Wall

Volunteer Archivist Yvonne Hinks and TMM Library and
Archives Head, Jerremie Clyde.

dating from the national organization’s inception in 1950 until 2000.

Highlights include: NOAC’s 1974 brief to the Minister of Defence on the
High Arctic [a subject that still demands our attention. Ed.], photographic
records of the presentation of an ensign of the Royal Canadian Navy to
St. Columb’s Cathedral, Londonderry, July 21, 1963; and the Charter of
Incorporation from 1954.

The Naval Officers Association of Canada collection was supplemen-

tal to a large and significant collection of naval records donated to the

TMM Library and Archives in 2011 by the Naval Museum of Alberta So-

the Macpherson Photographic Archive, containing approximately 50,000

I

brary Collection, comprised of 5,000 volumes of naval reference mate-

destroyer came to rest 31 metres below sea level on the ocean floor—only

Navy Pink lists.

divers to enjoy and sea life to call home. Crowded around the sink-

donation were Tom Hickerson, Vice Provost and University Librarian,

throughout the ship’s hull and engine room, were set off seconds apart,

ciety (NMAS). Other significant pieces of the NMAS collection include
images documenting navy ships and their activities, and the Burgess Li-

t took only two minutes and one second to send the former Canadian

warship Annapolis [also featured on our front cover this issue, Ed.] to the

bottom of Halkett Bay Marine Park on April 4th. The steam powered

rial, a full set of WWII Convoy records and a large collection of Royal

one metre off of its intended destination. It is now an artificial reef for

The signatories to the Deed of Gift in Kind for the NOAC/NAC

ing site were 200 private vessels, who cheered as the 14 charges, placed

University of Calgary, and Captain(N) (Ret’d) J. F. Carruthers, National
President, Naval Association of Canada (formerly NOAC).

causing the bay to echo with loud booms.

Once the charges were tripped and the ship began to fill with water,

Processing work for the Naval Officers Association of Canada fonds

a small party of former Annapolis Commanding Officers, including Cap-

gary and current volunteer archivist at TMM Library and Archives. The

Campbell, added their cheers to the chorus around them. As the ship

currently be viewed either in person at the TMM Library and Archives

their eyes on Annapolis for the last time.

ucalgary.ca

sioned in 1964 by the RCN and decommissioned in 1996. In 2008, it was

was done by Yvonne Hinks, faculty emeritus at the University of Cal-

tains (N) (Ret’d) Brian Beaudry and Rick Town, and Cdr (Ret’d) Peter

guide to these files will eventually be made available on line, but can

lurched downward, waves sweeping over the flight deck, the officers set

reading room, or by email request to Jason Nisenson at jason.nisenson@

Annapolis, a 102-metre helicopter carrying destroyer, was commis-

By Jason Brown Nisenson

Archivist, Library and Archives

The Military Museums

4520 Crowchild Trail, SW
Calgary, AB T2T 5J4

purchased by the Artificial Reef Society of British Columbia from the

Federal Government with the goal to create the largest artificial reef in
the Greater Vancouver area.

This is the eighth ship sunk by the Reef Society and will provide a

new habitat for a diverse range of marine life.
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marine life to a single location. Annapolis will be specifically dedicated to

promoting the growth of the rockfish and ling cod species native to the

HMCS St. John’s returns to the fleet
Photo: Cpl Anthony Chand, Fleet Imaging Service

Howe Sound area.

With an impressive array of sea life to view, the Reef Society predicts

there will be a heavy surge in diving tourists and researchers to the site.

The cleaned ship, sunk in a deliberately upright and stable position, will
make for a safe investigative environment. Additional safety measures

for divers include two safety cages which allow for decompression stops.
They are attached to the ship’s bow and stern.

Negotiations are ongoing with researchers from the Vancouver

Aquarium to establish citizen-based scientific research, where divers
can document and upload photographs from their own expeditions to
a website. If this can be accomplished, Aquarium marine biologists will

then have an opportunity to analyze any material provided by divers

on private excursions. In this way, the benefits of artificial reefs to the
marine ecosystem can be studied.

Getting Annapolis to the bottom of Halkett Bay was no easy feat. The

Reef Society had to abide by strict requirements delineated by the Canadian Environmental Protection Act.

Roughly 1,000 volunteers and staff dedicated 17,000 hours of work

time into preparing the ship for disposal, cleaning off all petroleum and
oil products, scrubbing the fuel tanks and boiler by hand, removing any

HMCS St. John’s is transited through the harbour by tugboat after its Frigate Life Extention (FELEX) in the Irving Shipyard back to HMC Halifax
Dockyard on March 5th, 2015.

O

n March 5, 2015, HMCS St. John’s returned to the fleet after complet-

ing her 18-month period of refit at Irving Shipyards. Part of the $4.3

billion Frigate Equipment Life Extension (FELEX) program, the refit is

designed to modernize and upgrade the Halifax-class frigates currently
in service for MARLANT and MARPAC.

The project started with the turnover of HMCS Halifax to Irving in

‘floaters’ that could rise to the ocean’s surface and taking apart any sec-

September 2010, and is scheduled to be completed by 2018. In the 18

LCdr (Ret’d) Rick Wall was the Assistant Engineer of Annapolis from

manded by Cdr R. J. McLay, has a decorated history of operation. She

tions of the ship that could not be effectively cleaned.

1978 to 1980 and a volunteer who worked to bring the ship up to the pre-

scribed guidelines for the final Environment Canada inspection. He put
hours into scraping and peeling paint chips off the ship, and was aboard

the ship ten hours before it sank, clearing away tools and cleaning supplies. He witnessed, first hand, the ship’s transformation from its fully
operational capacity to its pre-reef state.

“You look at pictures of what she looked like when operational and what she

looked like just before she sank—rusty, covered with slime and so many holes

cut into her.” But he’s happy the ship will be used by future generations

years since her commissioning in June of 1996, St. John’s currently comhas participated in the enforcement of Canadian sovereignty in the Arc-

tic, as well as enforcing Canada’s exclusive economic zone off its coast.

She has participated in anti-terrorism operations in the Persian Gulf and
the Arabian Sea in the late 2000s, and was an integral part of US-led drug

interdiction operations in the Caribbean. Though the ship’s principal
architecture remains largely unchanged, the refit brings a new electronic
warfare system, combat management systems, improved radar capabilities and more robust communications systems and equipment.

She has also been fitted with modernized missiles and an Integrated

of divers and researchers. “I’d rather see it re-purposed as a reef than cut up

Platform Management System (IPMS), designed to streamline damage,

“Sailors are proud of what they do and a lot of that pride is projected onto the

the implementation of the Halifax Modernized Command and Control

and sold to a scrap yard and used to build cheap cars or razor blades,” he says.
vehicle that allows them to do their jobs.” LCdr Wall first boarded the ship

when he was 25 years old and completed the final stages of his engineering training with its crew.

“While serving on board Annapolis, I got engaged, completed my engineer-

ing training and was promoted to Lieutenant. These were major milestones in
my life, the things that happen to a person in their late-twenties and I experi-

electrical and machinery control on board. The core of the project lies in

System (HMCCS) which replaces the Lockheed Martin-designed SHINPADS system. By doing this, we are aligning our fleet’s central combat

technologies with other members of the Commonwealth and NATO.
The FELEX program is a way to keep the fleet modern as we acquire

three new classes of ships. As VAdm Mark Norman states: “The Modernization of the Halifax-class frigates will serve as a bridge to the future fleet and,

enced while on Annapolis.

along with Kingston-class Maritime Coastal Defence Vessels and Victoria-class

confidence in his job, and his ability to work with a team, eventually

directed by the Government of Canada until the arrival of the new Canadian

Her says it was his experience on that ship that strengthened his self-

leading to his 37-year career in the navy.

“On board Annapolis, we all learned to trust each other, and there was a

strong sense of camaraderie. I’m sure everyone says this about their own ship,

but there was a special feel for me about it. And in terms of the way she went, I
just thought it was a dignified end to her.”

By Rachel Lallouz

Staff Writer, LOOKOUT

MARPAC News, CFB Esquimalt, 13 April 2015
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submarines, will allow the RCN to continue to deliver on its core mission as
Surface Combatant.” These acquisitions to the fleet will be the Joint Support Ships (JSS), Arctic Offshore Patrol Ships (AOPS) and the Canadian

Surface Combatants (CSC), which are scheduled to start production in

2017. Earlier this year, St. John’s saw her sister ship Fredericton deploy
to the Gulf as the first modernized frigates to be classified as a high-

readiness ship. St. John’s is scheduled to enter Harbour Readiness Tri-

als, the first step towards becoming an operational platform once more,
early in April.

Lt(N) Andrew Tunstall, Combat Officer, HMCS St. John’s

Schober’s Quiz #67
By George S. Schober

|

NAC-VI

The ship seen in the above photograph served throughout the First World War painted white overall. As far

as can be ascertained, this warship was the only one to have served at sea during the war in this distinctive
livery. She was neither ‘a neutral’ nor any kind of hospital ship.
QUESTIONS:
1. What was the name and nationality of the ship?
2. Why was she painted white?
Answers on page 37

Copyright © 2015 George S. Schober • All rights reserved.

Ian Urquhart photo

NAC Endowment Fund
Donation to HMCS Sackville

K

en Isles (left), President of NS-NAC,

is shown presenting a cheque for

$4,000 from the NAC Endowment Fund

to Jim Reddy, Captain of HMCS Sackville
and a long-time member of NAC.

These funds will be used to help with

interpretation of the ship to visitors.

Sackville is Canada’s Naval Memorial
and her retention and preservation are
due largely to the efforts of members of
the NOAC during the early 1980s.

Doug Thomas,

Past President NS-NAC
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In search of the past

water temperature will be approximately minus 1 or 2, while the air tem-

By Virginia Beaton, Trident Staff

early April, there were approximately 12 hours of daylight each day, but

I

perature will be around minus 27.

The dives will start early in the morning and carry on continuously

during the day until as late as 9 or 10 pm. When the team arrived in

by the time of departure in late April, daylight will have increased to approximately 18 hours daily.

t’s a dive like no other. RCN divers are used to plunging into icy water,
but the dive under Arctic sea ice to the recently discovered location of
HMS Erebus in the eastern waters of Queen Maud Gulf will be a big
splash in more ways than one.

Starting on April 1st and lasting until April 22nd, divers from FDU(A)

will participate in Op NUNALIVUT. During this large-scale military

exercise, they and several RCN divers from MARPAC will join Parks

Canada underwater archaeologists as they as they descend to the wreck
of Erebus, one of the long-lost ships of Sir John Franklin’s tragic expedition in 1845.

“We’re privileged to be part of this,” said Lt(N) Greg Oickle, Training Of-

ficer of FDU(A), who is leading the RCN dive team. “It’s the opportunity
of a lifetime.”

“There’s not a lot to do there except to dive, so the problem will be to get

people to shut it down and rest,” said Lt(N) Oikle. Each dive team will be
comprised of a Parks Canada diver and an RCN diver.

A camp with tents and equipment will be set up on the ice surface to

accommodate the expedition, which will include personnel ranging from
Defence Research and Development Canada, to a CAF meteorological

technician from Gagetown, to a doctor. Preparing the camp was a logistical challenge, with equipment being flown into Yellowknife and then

transported to the dive location. This included a truck load of FDU(A)
kit that had to be driven from Halifax to Yellowknife. “We’re very grateful to Joint Task Force North for their key role in all of this, said Lt(N) Oikle.

The RCN divers and the Park’s Canada staff joined forces to do a pre-

paratory dive in Québec City for a week in March. “This is the first time
MS Peter Reed

CPO2 Larry Lyver, Opera-

tions Chief of FDU(A), says

It was vital for the two

participate in the dive. “We’ll be

groups to have a shared under-

part of the effort to learn what hap-

standing, for example, of safety

pened to these ships and the men of

procedures, and for the RCN

the Franklin expedition. Any diver,

divers to learn about Parks Can-

anywhere in the world, would love
Op

NUNALIVUT,

ada procedures, he said. “As a
result, we are better prepared to in-

com-

vestigate this underwater archaeo-

manded by Joint Task Force
North

(JTFN)

also

logical site. We can learn from each

includes

other.”

more than 200 CAF personnel

Op NUNALIVUT 2015 is an

from the Third Battalion Prin-

cess Patricia’s Canadian Light

important event in Canadian

Infantry, the Royal Canadian

MS Chuck Vailliantcourt (centre), carries charts and maps on board a CC-117

ers. It is a sovereign operation

Bay, Nunavut to deploy on Op NUNALIVUT.

Air Force and Canadian Rang-

Globemaster in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories on the way to Cambridge

in Canada’s North, this year taking place in and around the Cambridge
Bay, Nunavut area.

To conduct the ice dive, technicians must cut through approximate-

ly two metres of ice in order to create three triangles, with sides about
two metres long, through which the divers will enter the water. “The ice

makes a strong and stable platform for the dive,” says Lt(N) Oickle. Also, the
ice cover means there will be no waves, he notes. According to CPO2
Lyver, three or four tons of ice will be lifted out of the dive holes.

Once the divers are in the water, “It’s Parks Canada’s call as to how we

proceed,” said Lt(N) Oickle.

“We follow what they will want to accomplish in terms of the archaeology.

Measuring, taking photos, they make the decisions and we are here to help .... It’s
an environment that will be rich with artifacts,”

While the number of daily dives remains fluid, there may be as many

as 10 dive cycles in a day, estimated Lt(N) Oikle. CPO2 Lyver says the
Starshell | Spring 2015

history, following many years of
speculation about the outcome
of the Franklin expedition.

It

was in May of 1845 that HM

conducted each year since 2007
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up with Parks Canada divers,”
said Lt(N) Oikle.

that the entire team is excited to

to be part of this.”

that RCN divers have been paired

Ships Erebus and Terror left Eng-

land under the command of Sir John Franklin, in search of the Northwest

Passage. In 1859, a message left by the crewmembers was found in a
cairn on King William Island. According to this message, both ships
became stuck in the ice late in 1846 and Frankin died in June of 1847. In
April of 1848, the remaining crewmembers left the ships to continue on
foot, but all presumably were lost and the ships sank.

Nineteenth century Inuit oral tradition referred to a ship that sank

south of King William Island and this information, combined with the

use of Parks Canada’s remotely operated underwater vehicle, led to the
discovery of the wreck site in early September of 2014. Later that month,

it was confirmed to be Erebus. Her sister ship, Terror, has not yet been
located.

Reprinted from the April 20th, 2015 edition of the Maritime Forces
Atlantic newspaper TRIDENT with thanks to Editor, Virginia Beaton.

Some 2010 Canadian Navy Centennial
Essay Winners ... Where are they now?
Former East Coast
Winner of the 2010 NOAC
National Essay Contest,
Marie Dundas, brings us
up to date

I

t really is unbelievable how fast time

passes and the things one can accom-

plish in that flash of life. It is hard to

believe it has been five years since the
Naval Officers Association of Canada
National Essay Contest in celebration
of the Canadian Navy Centennial.

There were a few highlights

throughout my degree. In 2012, I was awarded the Queen’s Diamond

Jubilee Medal for volunteering in my community. In 2013 I had the hon-

Former East Coast
Winner of the 2010 NOAC
National Essay Contest,
Matthew Noonan, to
graduate from RMC

M

atthew’s grade 12 year (2010-11)

was very successful. He was the

coxswain of 295 Baccalieu Sea Cadet
Corps and coxswain for all Sea Cadet

Corps in the province working in tan-

our of being inducted into the Sigma Theta Tau our International Honour Society of Nursing for being in the top fifteen percent of my class. In

May of 2014, I graduated from Dalhousie University with a Bachelor of

Science in Nursing. Shortly after graduation I wrote the Canadian Reg-

istered Nurses Examination and passed; I became Marie Dundas, BScN,
RN.

It is with the assistance of the Naval Officers Association of Canada

[now the Naval Association of Canada] that I was able to graduate debt free
and begin my career in Nova Scotia. I am currently employed by the
Capital District Health Authority as a Registered Nurse.

I began my adventure as a geriatric restorative care nurse at the Vet-

erans Memorial Building. The four months I spent caring for this population has cemented everything I believe and wrote about in my essay

entitled, “Not All History is Written in Books;” the most interesting parts

of history are told by the people who created it.

As my adventure continues, I now find myself in a position as a car-

diac surgery nurse and could not be more excited about what the rest of
my adventure will bring.

Canadian Forces as a Naval Cadet and future MARS officer. Matthew
has completed a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) from RMC, majoring in military history. He received the Howard B. Ripstein Award for Excellence
in the Four Pillars of RMC in Third Year (Navy). Academically, Matthew

has excelled at RMC; his current average is 90% and he proudly wears
the RMC Star for Academic Excellence.

He is the current Cadet Divisional Leader (C Division) and was previ-

ously Cadet Squadron Leader (9 Squadron).

He has received the RMCC Crossed Rifles Proficiency badge, the

RMCC Military Proficiency badge and the RMCC Crossed Bats Physical

Fitness Badge (400 ppt score). He finished second in his BMOQ Course
and has completed MARS 2.

Athletics have continued to be very important to him. Since arriving

dem with the Regional Cadet Support Unit Detachment in St. John’s. He

at RMC, he has been a member of the RMC Mens 8+ Rowing Crew. He

lence for military training and physical fitness. He continued to excel

MVP for the last two years. For 2013-15 was twice nominated for Ath-

earned his fifth Sea Cadet medal—the Lord Strathcona Medal for Excelat athletics being named Baccalieu Collegiate’s Male Athlete of the Year

as well as MVP for Cross Country. In his academics, Matthew finished
second in his Grade 12 class and received an entrance scholarship to Me-

morial University of Newfoundland. The highlight for Matthew was
his acceptance at the Royal Military College of Canada and joining the

is presently Captain/President of the Team and has been named their

letic Volunteer of the Year. He has written and coordinated articles for
eVERITAS. Matthew has also earned his French language profile (BBB)
having started at the very first module when he arrived.

Matthew will graduate RMC on May 15th, 2015, after which he will be

posted to NOTC Venture to pursue his MARS training.

‘BRAVO ZULU’ TO BOTH AND
BEST WISHES FOR YOUR FUTURE SUCCESS!

Canadian naval heritage
NAVAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA

ASSOCIATION NAVALE DU CANADA

This will have to do!
The serialized naval memoirs of RAdm Robert Philip ‘Bob’ Welland
DSC & Bar, MiD, psc, Officer of the Legion of Merit (USA), RCN

Part 7 ~ We were losing the war!
It’s March 1940 and Welland has just taken passage

was a surprise welcome to my own navy on

would have fascinated my new shipmates!

the RCN, having served with the Royal Navy for

The captain of the St. Laurent was Lieuten-

their army invaded France.

destroyer officer who was called ‘Hard Over

herded sheep. In three weeks the Germans had

to Canada in the battleship HMS Barham to rejoin
the previous four years. We pick up the story as he
boards the battleship.

B

arham was big, 35,000 tons, armed
with 15 inch guns that slung 3,000
pound shells twenty miles. She
was to protect the fifty ships of the
convoy from German raiders. She was divided into a thousand compartments all of
which were shut tight to prevent her from
sinking and embarrassing the Admiralty.
She squatted in the water with the Atlantic
washing over her as though she was an island. For eight days I nervously endured the
safety of the great ship was said to provide.
I felt more at ease in a thin-plated destroyer,
flexing with the sea, and no complications in
exiting should that be advisable.
But all went well and I joined the destroyer HMCS St. Laurent in Halifax. It happened
to be my birthday, March 7, 1940; I was treated to a cake at dinner but never discovered
how or who arranged that. In any event it

my first day in a Canadian ship.

ant Commander Harry DeWolf, a long time

Harry’ behind his back. As with Commander

Walters of Fame he had a compulsion to use
all the horsepower and full rudder, driving it
the way people treat a rented ‘mustang.’ He

made lively alongsides, “Full astern both,”
which tended to scatter people off wharves but

pleased the crew. For my first month we operated out of Halifax, escorting the UK bound
convoys that were assembled in Bedford Basin.

Then the Germans launched the Blitzkreig;
It chased the

French and the British armies before them like
overrun Holland and Belgium, they had swept
south through France and were on the coast

facing England. For our side it was a disaster.
The British had an army of 300,000 men sta-

tioned in France and now this mass of soldiers
were scampering toward the French beaches

hoping to be rescued. The French army had
surrendered and were prisoners.

St. Laurent and her twin, the destroyer Res-

We zig-zagged them eastwards for a couple of

tigouche, made it from Halifax to Portsmouth

The U-boat war had not reached Nova Scotia

soldiers from the beaches. This epic event has

hundred miles and returned for the next lot.
and we were far beyond the range of enemy

aircraft. The war had not disturbed any Nova
Scotian’s sleep. It was tedious stuff after my
eight months in Fame, where each day exposed
one to being killed, whether afloat or ashore. I

was the only person on board who had been in

in five days and were immediately recovering
become known as the ‘Dunkirk Evacuation.’
Dunkirk is a small port on the French coast and
has given its name to the greatest defeat of any

army. I am pleased to have taken part; it is disappointing to miss great events.

Even though our crew knew their own jobs,

the ‘shooting’ war. I was also the most junior

there were gaffes that showed St. Laurent did

‘last ship’ even though I had heroic stories that

day of rescuing soldiers we were close inshore

lieutenant; I knew better than to talk about my

not know how to fight. At dawn on our first

at a place called St. Valery en Caux. A high
chalk cliff towered over the ship, our boats were

picking up soldiers off the beach at the base of
HMCS St. Laurent (H83) (originally HMS Cygnet), 20
August 1940. She was built in Britain and was just a
few years old. She had speed for 32 knots and was
armed with four 4.7 inch guns that ranged out to ten
miles. We, the crew, number 150 with 90% of us being permanent force. I was no longer the dogs-body
sub-lieutenant. I stood watches by myself.
Ken Macpherson Collection, Naval Museum of Alberta

the cliff. A large English car ferry was secured

to a nearby wharf; it was taking on men who

Cdr Harry DeWolf photgraphed
aboard HMCS Haida in 1944.

could be seen running down a hill toward it.

DND Photo

When a soldier runs there is always a good reason; a stream of them were in a great hurry.

Our ship was at ‘Action Stations’; all guns

manned. Just as the sun rose, a Heinkel 111

bomber appeared over the cliff top and headed straight for us. It came steadily on, height

“If a plane comes into range the gunners

are to open fire.  You don’t have to wait
for orders from the bridge.”

In HMS Fame that had become

about two hundred feet. It was painted green,

the rule as aircraft tended to attack

I watched, I had no duties in the gunnery de-

was not sensible to restrict the gun-

its two propellers reflected the morning light.

partment. The captain and the gunnery officer

were on the bridge and looking toward the
plane. I expected one or the other to give the
‘Open-Fire’ order.

The Heinkel was emblazoned with black

in unison from several directions; it
ners. But I was not about to mention that. It is the custom not to talk
about one’s last ship. better by far
to be killed.

DeWolf sent for captains of all the

swastikas, its bomb-bay door was open. A gun-

guns; had them on the bridge and

aimed his machine gun at us. The plane came

killed if you don’t smarten up,” he said.

ner in a glass bubble on the top of the fuselage
steadily on. The captain did not give the order
to open fire. The gunnery officer did not give

the order. All our gunners simply stared at the
plane and not a shot was fired.

The German gunner raked the ship with

his machine gun, bullets zinged off the fo’c’sle
deck. A stick of four yellow-colored bombs

wobbled down and passed over the bridge,
they missed us by ten feet. They landed in the

sea fifty yards clear and exploded with earsplitting cracks. The Heinkel flew on.

“Why the hell didn’t you fire?” yelled DeWolf

gave them the word. “We’ll all get
“And I’ll smarten up too. Get back to

your guns.” ‘Hard Over Harry’ was
not one to shift blame from himself.
Within a half hour of the Heinkel

episode we had a full load of the dejected sol-

are a dangerous idiot!” “Sorry sir,” said Costello,

tive officer, Frank Caldwell. DeWolf gave the

to the captain, he was the ‘Captain’s Cox-

diers. Our boats were recovered by the execuorders to get underway.

Splashes began appearing around the ship;

we were being fired on by German artillery.
“Are we being fired on?” said Mitchell.

I wished I was still in Fame where we knew

“It was an accident.” Costello was well known

swain;’ the sailor selected to drive the captain’s

boat and car was almost a member of the De-

Wolf family. “I knew it was a Brit sir, I was just
testing the trigger.” DeWolf gave him an Italian

hand signal, the one across the neck, “Oih, save

to the gunnery officer. The gunnery officer, Jim

war had been declared. Some of those black

few feet abaft the bridge. He made a gesture,

We were now gathering speed and clearing

said to me: “I recognized the German the moment

low. It was a Royal Air Force training plane,

Heinkel III, just like the recognition manual pic-

bright yellow with the RAF coloured roundels

… stupid eh?” HMCS St. Laurent had been bap-

Mitchell, was located in the fire-control tower a

shells were within twenty yards.

throwing up his arms, “Sorry Sir.”

the coast. Then an aircraft appeared, flying

captain to give the ‘Open-Fire’ order. That was

a twin-engine Avro Anson and was painted

Mitchell did not say he was waiting for the

very loyal of him.

DeWolf issued a string of cuss words, at

which he was a master, and then settled down.

in plain sight. It approached the ship from

astern. Suddenly there was a burst of fire from
our port side 4-barrelled machine gun. Bits and
pieces flew off the tail section, bullet holes crept

it for the Germans!”

On our way to Portsmouth, Jim Mitchell

it came   over the   cliff.   I thought to myself, it’s a

tured it. It never occurred to me he was attacking us

tized by the Germans. She had got away with it
by just plain luck. From that morning on there
were no more ‘nervous-nelly’ incidents.

As the Germans chased our armies south-

slowly forward along the fuselage. The plane

ward along the coast of France, the ships sought

ner and shut down the weapon. The plane flew

cuing more. We made a night sortie into Calais

was that close. A petty officer grabbed the gunon. DeWolf sent for the captain of the gun to re-

port to the bridge. “Leading seaman Costello, you

to follow their progress on the off chance of res-

harbour having been told there were soldiers to
be found. We poked about amidst debris and
obstructions; the city was in flames but even

with that light there was no sign of life on the
LEFT TOP: Avro Anson Mk 5 trainer in yellow livery.
Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum

BOTTOM: German Luftwaffe Heinkel 111 bomber
in green livery.
Wikipedia

wharfs.

The emergency evacuation of the British and

French armies began on the 26th of May from
the coastal town of Dunkirk. The news that

our armies were being defeated by the German
Starshell | Spring 2015
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British and French troops awaiting evacuation from
the beaches at Dunkirk.			
		

Wikipedia

our heads. Soon the word, the facts and the
gossip, got around about this epic event. Ev-

ery private boat capable of crossing the channel did so, thousands made the trip, some

many times. A classic example of individuals
who made heroic efforts was that of a young

Canadian Sub Lieutenant, Bob Timbrell, who
was placed in charge of a private yacht. He

made many trips across the Channel; he saved
several hundred soldiers and received the first

decoration for gallantry awarded to a Canadionrush of armoured and infantry divisions

motorboat. Nixon and Caldwell had under-

being admitted by the British authorities when

training that I had.

was kept secret for several days. It was only
it could no longer be concealed; hordes of

gone the same grinding midshipman boats-

Royal Navy for the destroyer fleet: seventy-

try had been overrun by an ancient enemy.

ais, and evacuate the soldiers in an orderly
manner. The German army didn’t see it that
way, however. By the 31st of May there were

150,000 soldiers in the town of Dunkirk and on
the beaches near the city. The extent of the de-

bacle wasn’t realized, which is understandable

considering that thousands of soldiers, a mix
of French and English, were literally running

Those who had kept their weapons were carrying antiquated rifles; things that I wouldn’t

have taken gopher hunting, the bullets were
green with age and useless. These young men,

beaches, which were of gently shelving sand

for several hundred yards to seaward. When
that became evident, all manner of small craft

were pressed into service and saved the majority of those rescued. Those unable to walk
were left behind.

The German airforce wrought great havoc

using the JU 87 dive bombers and fighters.
The RAF made extraordinary efforts in taking

viceable. St. Laurent was one of them. It was
June in 1940. We were losing the war!

The Germans had withdrawn their sub-

caused most of the casualties in the Channel.

set out for another spot on the coast of France.

As the days passed, the Germans consoli-

diers had been within a mile of where St.

ing available to pick them directly off the open

over in about three weeks, only six were ser-

cued soldiers in Portsmouth and immediately

apparently had the pious hope that the soldiers
tion resulted in a few shallow draft boats be-

seven destroyers took part and when it was

marines from the Atlantic to interfere in the

put against the Germans. We landed the res-

dated their gains; there were no more rescues

could be picked up from the wharfs. That no-

can be judged by the statistics issued by the

equipped with deplorable weapons, had been

from inland to the beaches in a disorganized

fashion. Those in charge of rescue operations

Every warship capable of operating inshore

they were young, they were crying, their coun-

Army commanders thought they could hold

the perimeter around Dunkirk and even Cal-

riences over the next thirty years.)

was in the Dunkirk action. The hazards of it

were in pitiful shape. There were a few French,

Apparently the

Bob as we move along. We shared many expe-

The soldiers who managed to get on board

wounded soldiers began filling the hospitals
in London and elsewhere.

an, a well deserved DSC. (I’ll have more about

Dunkirk rescue operation.

Those U-boats

With that action completed they were moved
back to the Atlantic convoy routes.

On July 2nd, St. Laurent was 300 miles west

to be made. I learned that 50,000 British sol-

of Ireland. Our radio room intercepted a mes-

Laurent was waiting at St. Valery en Caux. A

torpedoed. She asked for help.

small force of enterprising Germans, less than

sage; the liner Arandora Star reported being
Captain DeWolf ordered our ship into an

a hundred, had reached the cliff top; they were

oily scene of disaster; hundreds of people were

pulled off a coup that the German army is still

calm, helped by the layer of oil. The captain

probably the ones who had fired on us. They

talking about. They captured 50,000 British
soldiers. A British General decided not to fight

his way through them. It was the British 51st
Brigade. They could have easily made it to the

waterfront. We and the big ferry and other de-

stroyers could have taken all of them. It was
why we were sent there. It was a major British

clinging to planks, chairs, sofas. The sea was

told the Chief Yeoman to sound the siren. “It’ll
let them know we’re here.” He told me to operate
the Asdic in the event the submarine was lying

in wait to torpedo the rescuers. I stayed on the

bridge supervising the operators. I had an uninterrupted view of the grim scene.

Frank Caldwell and his upper-deck crew

military error and a disgraceful one.

had our boats, two whalers and the 25 foot

Lieutenant Pat Nixon, in charge of our

yachts and small boats were making their way

stopped. He had the scrambling nets draped

the muddy waterfront. He and Frank Caldwell

soldiers hurried toward England. In the sky

on the Luftwaffe; they lost over 460 Hurricane
and Spitfire fighters in supporting Dunkirk.

boats, had rescued many soldiers directly off

and the boats crews skillfully operated and

recovered our two whalers and the 25 foot
26
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Evidence of the disaster was all around:

across the English channel; ferries laden with

the sounds of aircraft engines, the Messerschmitts and Hurricanes were fighting above

motor boat, in the water as soon as the ship

down the ship’s side with a couple of men at
the water’s edge to haul people to safety.

There were three lifeboats from the liner in

the area, all of them dangerously overloaded.

TOP RIGHT – The SS Arandora Star, British passenger ship of the Blue Star Line. Requisitioned as
a troop ship at the end of June 1940 and assigned
the task of transporting 1,673 German and Italian
internees and prisoners of war to Canada, she was
torpedoed on July 2nd of that year and sank in half an
hour with large loss of life.
Wikipedia

They were brought alongside and emptied,
then our crews took them over to rescue other
people in the water.

Nobody shouted, only the boiler room fans

and the ping of the Asdic disturbed the oily

calm. From the bridge I could see the cox-

swains of the boats and knew what decisions
they were making; whether to haul a still-body

aboard his boat or to leave it in the water—a

tough decision for a young seaman, or anyone.

Those in the water had been there for seven
hours, the temperature was 50° F. Many had
died. There were so many people and so few

RIGHT – Survivors and their ‘flag of hope.
Wikipedia
’

boats. In two hours there was no one else to
rescue. The captain set the course for Gree-

nock, the nearest suitable port. It was 17 hours
away at 32 knots.

shambles; none of the heads worked, slimy oil

whatever we could, the enormity of the rescue

weather cut up and blasts of spray caused by

As the hours went by, with everyone doing

became apparent. Every space in the ship was
occupied, even the boiler rooms which took
those strong enough to use ladders. The mess

and vomit made the decks treacherous. The
the high speed soaked the wretches roped together on the upper deck.

Despite this cheerless state of affairs there

decks were crowded with oily wretches, the of-

were bright spots.

first count was completed we had about 900

‘Cowboy,’ decided to improve the spirits of

ficers’ cabins were packed with them. When a
survivors on board!

Most were suffering from being in the cold

and oily water. Some were so far gone they
just gave up. One tried to give me his wallet

and say his name; I couldn’t help him because
he died. The executive officer, Frank, put me

in charge of these ‘Category B’ people, as he
called them. Over the next 30 hours, two sail-

ors and I progressively lugged 32 corpses up

the steel ladder to ‘Y-gun’ deck. That got them
out of sight where they did not demoralize
those surviving.

These were not the usual merchant sea-

men survivors, they were German and Italian

middle-aged men. They were being deported
from England to Canada; they were considered to be security risks. There were several

medical doctors among them, most were pro-

Lt Reginald Jackson, a

reserve officer from Calgary and known as
our guests. He equipped himself with a gal-

lon jug of rum and a shot glass. He cruised

around the ship cheering people up, offering

tots. If the survivor was incapable of drinking it, ‘Cowboy’ wished him well and drank it
himself. On one of my trips to the Wardroom,

where Frank had stowed fifty-four people,

‘Cowboy’ was leading them in song. These
Germans and Italians lying on their backs,

packed closely together, were singing along

with ‘Cowboy.’ They were singing, “There’ll
Always be an England.” He got them into
“Home on the Range,” and taught them to

harmonize “The Lambeth Walk” complete
with hand clapping. Pat Nixon calculated that
‘Cowboy’ himself, drank three gallons of rum
during the trip!

This rescue was one of the greatest of the

fessional men, all legal residents of Britain. It

war by any ship. There is some variation in

one of their own submarines.

were 1,673 on board Arandora Star when she

was ironic they were dumped in the ocean by

Within half an hour our orderly ship was a

the numbers, but a reliable count showed there

sailed from Southampton. St. Laurent landed

Lt Reginald ‘Cowboy’ Jackson of Calgary. In
postwar years he rose to the rank of Capt(N)
Jackson, OBE, VRD, RCNR and served as
the Commanding Officer of HMCS Tecumseh,
Calgary.
		

Author’s collection

Starshell | Spring 2015

27

matter for the French; they sailed their big

ships to Oran and Dakar and destroyed the
French ships as they lay in the harbors. A few

ships came over to us, but many were scuttled
in their home ports. The end result of the

French collapse was that Britain was facing the
enemy across just twenty miles of water. If you
were a pessimist, it was easy to find company.

In Britain the shining stars were the civilians

who had rescued the soldiers off the French
beaches. There were thousands of them; the
LEFT – The Nazis
owned the coast from
Norway to Spain [dark
grey shading]. The
British planned to
keep theirs.
Wikipedia

yacht owners, their crews and their friends.
They were mighty proud of themselves. They
set a gutsy example for all to follow. Several
hundred of them had lost their lives and their
boats. My belief is they inspired Mr. Churchill
to stand up and lead us; he may have done it

anyway. But saving your own Army in your
own motorboat did something to each of those
thousands of people, men and women, and

868, dead and alive, in Greenock. Thus 805

combined with the spectacular progress the

part in the rescue. Lost was the Captain plus

Churchill’s radio talks laid it on the line. He

were not saved by us, and no other ship took

54 of his crew and 37 of the military guard.
The remainder were German and Italian middle-aged civilians.

It would be little comfort to the Germans to

learn they were torpedoed by U 47, command-

ed by Lieutenant Gunther Prien. This skilled
officer had torpedoed and sunk the battleship
HMS Royal Oak inside the Scapa Flow anchor-

age a few days after the war started. He was

into a history lesson, but these few months of

said they were planning to invade Britain, he

all history. I was there and took part and it’s

made promises that we would shed our blood,

sweat and tears. For those interested in their

He assisted in the sinking of more than one U-

boat. After the war he became the Command-

ing Officer of the Naval Reserve Division,
HMCS Tecumseh in Calgary. Over the years
we visited each other whenever possible. He
denied drinking that much rum … “Hey, it was

of watercraft opposite the British coastline,

planned and they were then in the process of
implementing it.

The war had started nine months before, in

had been going on from day one, but the peobeen some bombing of selected cities, but the
majority of the people hadn’t seen or heard a

Junkers 88. Until the debacle of Dunkirk, the

British press, short of headlines, were calling

it the ‘Phony War.’ It was now a real war; the
German armed forces occupied the entire European coastline from Norway to Spain. They
had plans to use it.

The armies and air forces of Holland, Bel-

140 proof!”

gium and France had melted away; they didn’t

we lay in Greenock for three days; it took that

Germans had was confining their prisoners

After landing the Arandora Star survivors,

long to clean the ship. I managed to visit the
Sillitoes in Glasgow; Audrey claimed she had
missed me; I had certainly missed her. There

were no air-raids, so we toured Glasgow. People were in shock; they now faced a possible
German invasion.

The routing of the British army from France,

28
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The Germans let it be known they were

speculation. It was exactly what the Germans

was bad news. The invasion scare wasn’t idle

ple in the streets were unaware of it. There had

and later, the frigate HMCS Sault Ste. Marie.

only fair I should tell you about it.

now going to capture Britain, they called the

Reserve before the war. After gaining expeof his own ship, the corvette HMCS Kenogami

1940, May through September, were unique in

personal property and physical safety, this

September 1939. The fight against the U-boats

rience in St. Laurent, he was given command

I am not going to let this story degenerate

Germans had made, scared them stiff. Mr.

killed in his submarine in March 1941.

‘Cowboy’ Jackson had been in the Naval

they did something to everyone of us.

or couldn’t fight.

The biggest problem the

of war, including the above mentioned 50,000

British! The French divided what loyalties and
allegiances they had between the ‘Resistance’

(our side) or with Vichy (the German side).
An example of split loyalties was within the

French Navy: most of it favoured joining with
the Germans! The Royal Navy decided the

operation ‘Sealion.’ They stacked all manner
their navy laid thousands of mines to deter our

ships operating near their coast. The Germans

installed coastal batteries and long-range 11inch guns to prevent our ships using the Eng-

lish Channel. They built a massive submarine
base at Brest and moved their U-boat fleet to

it; this made the submarines more effective in

the Atlantic. ‘Operation Sealion’ intended to

put a million German soldiers onto the English beaches and, bless them, the British would
roll-over the way the French had!

The German army and air force had bee

fighting in Spain for six years; they were al-

lied with General Franco who had now won
that war.

They had officers and men with

combat experience; they had superior equip-

ment and proven tactics. They knew which
officers produced the desired results. They

had just captured Europe; they had chased
the British army into the sea. Everyone im-

proves with practice. Stewing about Operation Sealion was a legitimate English pastime.
A month after Dunkirk, Britain had changed

visibly; not a window-light showed after sun-

set from one end of the country to the other.

RIGHT – Troops evacuated from Dunkirk on a British
destroyer about to berth at Dover, May 31st, 1940.
			

Imperial War Museum

Cars drove with their headlights masked,
a dangerous practice.

All open areas, golf

courses, pastures, sports fields, changed their

nature; they became forested with poles and
obstructions to prevent aircraft and gliders
from landing.

Unoccupied land was dug up and turned

into crop production. Hundreds of green-clad

women, the Land Army, burrowed about with
hoe and shovel.

Citizens were told to arm themselves. It

was normal for men and women to walk the
dog carrying a double barrelled shotgun. Its

ammunition was switched from number six,

pheasant to single-slug or buckshot. A hundred rounds per gun was handed out to the

citizens compliments of the Civil Defence Department.

killed in that battle. He was flying a Hurricane

over command. He was 31 years of age, con-

leaning against a tree, she cradled a shotgun,

parents.

not blessed with DeWolf’s free spirit, jocular

There were posters showing a smiling lady

her smirk said, ‘Try me!’ “Shoot to Kill” ad-

fighter. I was upset about that; I wrote to his
The Germans did not succeed. They lost

vised the poster.

1,400 aircraft and the British lost 900. That

Wardens, they perched on the tops of build-

ish held them off; they had also decimated

Older men and women became Air-Raid

ings with buckets of water to extinguish in-

cendiary bombs. In London, the underground
‘Tube’ stations were equipped as Air-Raid

Shelters; they were fitted with metal-frame

happened in a period of two weeks. The Britthe German Air Force … and exhausted their

own. ‘Sealion’ was called off, at least for the
moment.

The threat of invasion, however, continued

sidered young for such a command. He was
nature and perfected profanity. He had a se-

rious disposition; he took unusual interest in
marginal activities such as the amount of of-

ficers’ wine bills, whether the noon-time rum
issue was properly administered, whether detailed records of stores were being kept. On

Sundays he wondered whether all hands were

actually at his church service—which had
strong Baptist overtones.

bunks stacked six high and extending the

for the next year. The Germans then tried to

was normal for 5,000 people to sleep in each

dangerous to be in harbour as it was at sea.

months I was on board, was an uninterrupted

this time that my aunt, Wynn Sawday, was

wharfs and feel the kick of 36,000 horsepower

length of the station. As the war heated up it

of the dozens of underground stations. There
was a lot of singing and fun … “Keep Off the
Live Rails” warned placards.

The water mains that coursed through the

cities were moved from below the street to on

top; this so bomb damage could be seen and
quickly fixed.

All road and direction signs in the country-

bomb the cities into submission. It became as
The ports were prime targets. It was during

bombed out of her London house; it burned to

the ground. The Germans had opened a new
kind of warfare; bomb the civilians into sub-

mission. It was to backfire on them two years
later.

‘Hard-Over-Harry’ was appointed away from

twisty hedgerows. The British I met showed

saw him off properly in Plymouth. We had

no signs of rolling over.

During the first two weeks of August, ‘Op-

eration Sealion’ began. The Germans had de-

cided to eliminate the British Air Force and

hence make troop landings easier. The aerial
fighting that ensued is now called ‘The Battle
of Britain.’

My boyhood best friend, Allan Angus, was

disaster. No longer did we sweep alongside
as DeWolf quietly issued engine orders. In-

stead we held our breath expecting another
Lieutenant-Commander Rayner. He frightened me!

A few weeks after the Arandora Star rescue,

side were removed; it was so effective that local residents frequently got lost in their own

His handling of the ship for the next four

the ship. It was to our collective dismay. We
lost a star performer. He was to become a
legendary destroyer captain as the war length-

ened. Some years later he became the chief of

our Navy. We were all proud of Harry DeWolf

and still are. He died in 2001 at age 97 with all
his brains and most of his quick temper, intact.

Lieutenant Commander Herbert Sharples

Rayner, also a permanent force officer, took–
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embarrassing accident.

ship to distance themselves from the impend-

both our bow and stern against the walls of

plating diving over the side. But St. Laurent

Leaving Liverpool he managed to damage

the dry dock, shortening the ship by three feet.
He would grasp the inch-thick glass windows
on the bridge, then push with one hand and

the windows; Frank’s nerve has broken, but

passes ten feet clear of the TNT and the sailors

ders the engines stopped.

return to their posts.

Frank is poised, ready to take over the voice

pull with the other; his knuckles were white,

pipe to the coxswain if Herbie actually fails

engine orders. In Portsmouth we banged into

nerve; the rest of us hope he has a lot of judg-

trying to twist the ship but failing to give the

a tug that was trying to help, drawing a stream
of non-Baptist language from the tug skipper,

“Fuck off, you colonial jackass!” was included in
his instructions to Herbie. He must have rec-

ognized the red maple leaf on the funnel to
know we were colonial!

In the river at Londonderry it was necessary

to turn the ship using the engines. We had two
engines and it was a simple matter to twist the

ship around. Harry made it look easy and my

captain in Fame enjoyed doing it. Under Her-

bie’s control St. Laurent became a menace; had
he been driving a Chevy the first policeman
would have arrested him for endangering the

public. I have space to describe one occasion
of departing from the wharf at Derry.

Herbie arrives on the bridge; it is time to sail.

Frank, the XO, salutes and reports: “Ready to

proceed sir.” Herbie looks as though he wished

to be somewhere else, but takes a firm grip on

Herbie has not given up his death-grip on

ing depth charge explosion and are contem-

to issue the orders in time. Frank has a lot of

his judgment has returned. Instantly he orThen he orders,

“Half ahead both.” Even then we damn nearly
hit those explosive-laden frigates on the way
back across the river Foyle. It was worse than
that, but I owe some loyalty to my captain.

We continued to fight the submarines in the

ment. Herbie orders, “Stop port.” He should

Atlantic and stave off attacks from the four-

amending orders that result in the ship head-

Our side was not doing well in the autumn of

have ordered ‘Stop starboard.’ He now issues
ing for a muddy bank on the opposite shore.

Frank watches; he is positioned to rescue the
situation. Frank has too much nerve and not

enough judgment and St. Laurent plows into
the muddy shore of the Irish Free State and
stops. She stops so suddenly that the six men

on the foc’s’cle take involuntary steps forward.
There is a wooden wharf jutting into the river

and the destroyer bow is now hanging over it.
A dozen little girls had been on the wharf; they

are dressed in white tunics, blue skirts and red
berets and have been watching the sleek gray

destroyer approach their wharf. This has never happened before. They flee, making noises
like a flock of seagulls; they sense that as 2,000
ton destroyer is bad for one’s health.

“Let go starboard anchor,” Herbie orders.

engine [long-range] German Condor aircraft.

1940; losses at sea were severe. I recall counting nine ships of our convoy sinking as a ‘wolf-

pack’ of a dozen U-boats attacked in broad
daylight. There were too few escorts to pro-

vide sufficient defence, the U-boats mobbed

us. Their tactic was to follow a convoy until

enough of them had been able to make contact;
this could take days. Then they attacked in
unison to overwhelm the escort and get in

amongst the convoy. The U-boat captains were
skilled, courageous and competitive amongst
each other. Tonnage sunk was attributed by

naming the submarine and its captain. Admi-

ral Dönitz called his stars, ‘Mien Kinder,’ and
awarded the Iron Cross to all who sank 100,000
tons of shipping. The Germans were com-

pulsive about keeping statistics and broad-

cast them for our consumption and dismay.

the bridge windows. It is an open-air bridge

The petty officer on the foc’s’le does that. The

glass and nice to hold on to. He pushed on

ship’s side, six feet of the shank is above water.

and I went through five of them—Captain

posure and set about pointing and giggling at

sea leapt to mind. One small aircraft carrier,

and the windows are inch-thick armoured

the glass with his right hand for a whole min-

ute, but says nothing. Finally he says (down
the voice pipe to the coxswain who is one deck

below and physically handles the ship’s con-

trols): “Slow ahead starboard.” The coxswain repeats the order. Herbie has forgotten to order

the mooring wires cast off, but Frank does that

in time. The ship moves slowly ahead and is

chain does not run out; when he looks over the
The little girls have regained their Irish comthe anchor which appears to be floating and

they know that ain’t right. The sailors and the

petty officer wish the little girls would go back
to class, or at least stop laughing and pointing
and asking if they could help.

The ship begins to vibrate because Herbie

aimed at the stern of two frigates, their quar-

has ordered “Full Astern.” She comes unstuck

charges. Herbie pulls on the bridge window

soup—and gathers speed crossing the river,

terdecks are laden with six tons of TNT depth
with his left hand for a whole minute and finally says, “Half astern port.” The foc’s’le crew,

six sailors, have run to the other side of the

with an audible sound—like a teenager eating
stern first.

“Well done Sir,” says Frank. “I’ll take her

down the river.”

When these convoy disasters happened—

Gus Agar’s opinions on the use of aircraft at

armed with depth-charge-carrying aircraft,

could have prevented the submarines mobbing the convoys. That happened, but four

years later, after millions of tons of food, weapons and ships lay on the bottom of the Atlantic. The British navy’s failure to enlarge their

aircraft carrier capability was due to the Royal

Air Force dog-in-the-manger attitude that anything that flew ought to be controlled by them.

The Americans made no mistakes on that subject, then or subsequently.

While the U-boats were sinking the ships
carrying that which enabled Britain
to survive, a dozen battleships lay

behind protective barriers in har-

bour. Each had a thousand men on
The Fairey Swordfish, affectionately
known amongst those who flew them as
the ‘Stringbag.’ The Swordfish achieved
some spectacular successes despite its
obsolescence including the crippling of
the Bismarck and during the Battle of
Taranto where they sunk one battleship
and damaged two others.
		

Wikipedia

board, making no contribution to
winning the war. The cost of build-

ing just one battleship would have
paid for a complete convoy-escort of

ten destroyers, frigates or corvettes.

I mention these subjects to show how inept
people in high places cause disaster.

It was during this period of fighting in the

Atlantic that the British battlecruiser Hood was

sunk by the German battleship Bismarck. A
day or so later, Bismarck was sunk by British

ships with their battleships getting the credit.

The Focke-Wulf Fw 200 Condor long
range reconnaissance and anti-shipping/
maritime patrol bomber aircraft. It
achieved success as a commerce raider
before the advent of long-range RAF
Coastal Command aircraft and CAM
ships eliminated its threat.
		

Wikipedia

Accurate naval records show that it was an air-

me because I worked at it. The op-

out of action, not the battleships.

U-boats drove me bonkers.

craft carrier Swordfish plane that put Bismarck
In the confusion and danger during a con-

voy battle, the captain of an escort ship was of-

ten put into a tough position. He had to decide
whether to stop and pick up the merchant sea-

men from the sunken ships or to hunt down
the submarines.

portunities we missed against these
So I

decided to become a professional,

specialized, Anti-Submarine Officer.
I would then be listened to and I
would sink a lot of submarines.

I applied to my captain to do the

The “Atlantic Convoy In-

Royal Navy course to obtain the

captains to hunt the submarines, protect the

a lot now,” Herbie said. “We have just

structions,” the ‘How-To’ handbook, ordered

convoy and disregard the drowning seamen.
That was easy advice if you happened to be
sitting in an Admiralty office and counting
tonnage lost or saved. But, if you could see

a ship sinking and knew men would be in the
water—and knew you could save them—one’s

qualification. “But you seem to know

sunk a submarine.” Then he added,
“I shall miss you.” I hoped he would.
I was going to miss him too and I
couldn’t wait for my grief to set in.
He put forward my request without

argument. It was six weeks before I

got the word that I was accepted for the course.

north of Ireland. She was not being escorted

stopped for the survivors. This pleased all of

A British sloop, HMS Dundee, in company

eight destroyers within fifty miles escorting a

would stop scaring and embarrassing us in the

Another destroyer took off the crew, but when

perspective was a bit different.

Herbie Rayner always risked the ship and

us. Herbie had buckets of courage. If only he
safety of our own ports!

The fighting wasn’t all one-sided.

One

morning, when 400 miles west of Ireland, I

was on watch searching the horizon with binoculars; so were two lookouts on the wings of

the bridge. Ahead we saw a submarine, fully
surfaced, splashing along, crossing our bow.

I pushed the Action Station alarm buzzer,

called the captain, directed the Asdic and
told ‘B-Gun’ crew to fire on the submarine.

It dived, throwing up spumes of spray. The
Asdic got contact—I ran in at sixteen knots
and delivered a good attack just as the captain

appeared on the bridge. He took over. Eight
hours later, with the depth charges running

low, debris appeared on the surface. The Asdic operators heard breaking-up noises and
could no longer get an echo. We had probably
sunk the submarine. We were exhausted; a lot

The losses at sea were more than statistics.

with us on a convoy escort, was torpedoed.
the sloop didn’t sink, St. Laurent was sent back
to try and save her. I led our boarding party
of six. We rowed to her in a whaler and soon

got a wire hawser connected to our ship. Then
the sloop began to settle by the stern., the bow

and had no defence of her own. There were

lone battleship. I thought, at times, that we deserved to lose the war. This was one of those
times.

What was the Admiralty thinking?

They were over-protecting a useless battleship
and neglecting a war-winner, the Empress that
carried 8,000 troops.

Being in harbour, safe from U-boat torpe-

reared high; we had to scramble to disconnect

does, was probably more dangerous than es-

ally knocked off the cable-slip to release the

that attacking the home ports of the escort

the hawser and get into the whaler. I person-

tow line. As I got into the whaler, the sloop
slid below the surface; she was four feet away,
groaning and protesting. Two drowned sailors

floated to the surface, faces up, black with oil

and the ship was gone. I left the two bodies
in peace. One of my boats-crew stood up and

saluted, “Good luck mates,” he said, then took
hold of his oar.

When a German condor bomber set the Em-

press of Britain on fire, the great ship was just

corting convoys. The Germans soon realized
forces would ease the pressure on the subma-

rines at sea. So wherever we went to get stored
for an operation, we were likely to be bombed

by the Luftwaffe. The naval depots were often
in the same ports as the unloading facilities of

the merchant ships: Glasgow, Liverpool, Bristol and others. There were plenty of targets for
the Germans to choose from.

To be continued in the next issue.

of equipment was out of action, damaged by

our own exploding charges; we had used 16
tons of TNT.

From my first introduction to Asdic, when

I was the Sub in HMS Fame, my interest in the
‘Ping machine’ continued. I knew its capabili-

ties and weaknesses better than those around

HMS Dundee, a Falmouth-class
sloop commissioned 31 March
1933, torpedoed by U 48 northwest of Ireland 14 September
1940.
Wikipedia
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Bill’s Corner
By Bill Clearihue

|

NAC Toronto

Sir Galahad and the RCN - Some ironies…

S

ir Galahad was a latter-day Arthurian Knight of the

the Niagara River. During the formation of the UN postwar, Navy

his bronze effigy has for the last 109 years, held pride-of-

ters. It was WLMK who was the moving force behind the construc-

Round Table. A mythical person of very long standing,
place amongst the statuary of Ottawa. He stands on his

granite pedestal on the north side of Wellington Street just to the east
of Queen’s Gate, the main entrance to Parliament Hill.

In early July of 1534, Jacques Cartier and his intrepid band of St.

Malo Mariners, were working their way up the east coast of New
Brunswick, most probably the first Europeans to do so. As they
rounded the tip of what is now called Miscou Island, a large body of
water opened up to their west. He hoped this would lead to the Ori-

ent and fittingly called that tip of land, Cap de L’Esperance. They
spent some time exploring what was a large bay and on July 9 , the
th

day being apparently very hot, he named it ‘Baye de Chaleur’ and

Island was a contender for the site of the United Nations headquartion and placement of the Sir Galahad statue in 1905. It was erected
and inscribed to honour the chivalry of his University of Toronto

friend and Ottawa roommate, Henry Albert Harper, who in 1901,
had drowned while unsuccessfully trying to save the life of Bessie
Blair, Andrew George Blair’s daughter. The King-Hitler cordiality

was short-lived and with WWII in full flight, HMCS Blairmore, a

minesweeper, was built and commissioned at Port Arthur, Ontario,
in 1942. The ship was named for and sponsored by the Town of

Blairmore, AB, in turn named for Andrew George Blair. The ship
saw service in the Atlantic and at Normandy.

The first commanding officer of Blairmore was LCdr Walter

the name has stuck during the intervening 480 years. That trip was

Juchereau Kingsmill, eldest son of VAdm Charles Kingsmill. Young

ereign country that it is and having the name that it has.

ing the famous explosion there on December 6th, 1917. It was also

pivotal to the events that subsequently led to Canada being the sovOn August 16th, 1906 another significant event took place in Baie

Walter was a Naval Cadet in Halifax and was slightly injured duron a December 6th in 1901, that Henry Albert Harper died, trying

Des Chaleurs that turned out to be pivotal to the events that led to

to save the life of young Bessie Blair. VAdm Charles Kingsmill’s

ion, named for Canada, ran aground near Pointe Bonaventure on the

fought in the Peninsular Wars and was also assigned to St. Helena

the formation of the RCN. On that day, the battleship HMS Dominnorth shore of the Bay. The skipper was Captain Charles Edmund
Kingsmill, RN, a native of Guelph, Ontario. Kingsmill was court-

martialed for this event, found guilty and severely reprimanded.
This short-circuiting of his RN career was likely the key element in
his availability to return to Canada to head up the nascent Canadian
Naval Service.

grandfather was LCol William Kingsmill of the British Army. He

to guard Napoleon. He was married there in 1817 and subsequently
served in the Canadas. They had nine children, at least one born at

St. Helena and the others in Canada. He was in the Militia of Upper

Canada and the Sherriff of Niagara. In 1837 he organized the resistance at Niagara against WLMK’s grandfather.

The Sir Galahad statue is unique in Ottawa as it does not repre-

Andrew George Blair was first elected to the Legislative Assem-

sent a regal, political or military figure. Our current PM, ironically

1896. At that time he took up the position of Minister of Railways

can see Parliament Hill and undoubtedly too, the Sir Galahad statue.

bly of New Brunswick in 1878. He was Premier of NB from 1883-

and Canals in the Laurier government and won a seat in the Com-

also called Harper, when looking out his Langevin office window,
Although Sir Galahad is universally recognized, the King Arthur

mons in a byelection that same year. He held that post until 1903.

legends are culturally British. There have been a number of RN ves-

line through the Crowsnest Pass and one of the villages there on the

WWII, the Falklands War and the Iraq War 2003. Ironically HMS Sir

While in charge of the railways he was responsible for pushing a
Alberta side, was renamed Blairmore in his honour.

William Lyon Mackenzie King (WLMK) was the 10th person

to hold the office of Prime Minister (PM). He was in office three
times over the period 1921 - 1948, as the 12th, 14th and 16th PM.

It is ironic that our World War II PM was born in Berlin, Ontario, and even more ironic that he was able to relay that fact, to

Adolph Hitler during their face-to-face meeting in Berlin on June
29 , 1937. It is also ironic that his maternal grandfather was Wilth

liam Lyon MacKenzie who led the 1837 Upper Canada Rebel-

lion, briefly declaring himself the first President of the Republic of Canada.

This declaration took place on Navy Island in

sels named for the Knights of the Round Table. They have served in
Galahad, also a minesweeper, was present at Normandy with HMCS
Blairmore. Andrew Blair died in 1907 of a heart attack and is buried
in Ottawa. VAdm Kingsmill died in 1935 at age 80 and is buried

near Portland, ON. LCdr Walter Kingsmill died in 1949 at age 47

from TB contracted at sea and is buried in Ottawa. WLMK died in

1950 at age 75 from pneumonia and is buried in Toronto. VAdm
Kingsmill’s image was everywhere during the 2010 RCN Centennial

and is perpetuated by his namesake Navy League Cadet Corps in
Ottawa. Indeed the principals of the story are all gone, but you can

still see Sir Galahad in front of Parliament Hill and might reflect on
his ironic connections to the Royal Canadian Navy.

Starshell book reviews
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We’ll Never Forget

Their Duty, Our Pride

By: Jean Miso
Artwork By: Asher Sadeh

By: Jean Miso
Artwork By: Asher Sadeh

Self published: Jean Miso, 11 Sagamore Cr.,
Toronto, ON M9C 4G3, jeanmiso@gmail.com
(2010), 36 pp, illust., paintings & bio., plus CD
of song “We’ll Never Forget,” $29.00 incl. postage in Canada.

Self published: Jean Miso, 11 Sagamore Cr.,
Toronto, ON M9C 4G3, jeanmiso@gmail.com
(2010), 49 pp, illustrated, combined photos &
artwork, biography, plus CD of song “Honour &
Pride” $29.00 incl. postage in Canada.

A double book review by Fraser McKee

T

hese two slim volumes have been produced by Jean Miso of To-

ing, inspirational and valuable in telling the Services’ stories. They range

familiar with what Canada’s armed services have done and are

in World War Two; a Canadian Ranger, Seamen, Wrens, three Honorary

ronto aimed at both high school youth and anyone who is not

doing now. Some of the past accomplishments in the first volume, but

as well as recent engagements of all three services. Apart from Afghanistan, naturally, included in the form of brief biographies and quotes by

those portrayed, are the ongoing responsibilities of the Militia and Re-

from a First World War Acting Sergeant in the 48th, to many who served
officers to Brigadier Generals. Each volume is introduced by supportive

forewords by service commanders—Generals Natynczyk, Devlin and
Blondin and Admiral Maddison.

While the personal quotations tend to be repetitive, because of the ex-

serves, covered more extensively in the second volume.

tensive range of experiences, duties and rank responsibilities, the stories

past and present naval members, has tended to assume a dedication of

could be available, whether as a Reserve or taking on these responsibili-

The Naval Association of Canada, apart from its efforts in connecting

support of the Navy.

The concept of these two slim but quite artistic books, it is suggest-

ed, could well be another duty assumed by NAC—making our youth

in general better aware of what all the Services—Navy, Army and Air

Force, men and women in close to 100 ‘trades’—have contributed in the

give a fine cross-section picture of what the members do or did, what
ties full time, in peace, in wartime, or currently in support of NATO and

our Allies. The artwork in both volumes is really quite spectacular; an
interesting mix of original action paintings combined with photographs
in most cases.

It would help if either of the books was picked up and donated to lo-

past from World War One to current time. What those interviewed say

cal high schools or even intermediate schools. Until now those locations

six between the two volumes.

ing and why. NAC Member Andy Irwin and his cohort Tom Dykes did

they gain from being in the Regular Force or the Reserves—some fifty-

Already, quite a few compliments have been received from school

staff saying they found the comments by those interviewed enlighten-

The US Naval Institute
on Naval Leadership
Edited by Thomas J. Cutler
US Naval Institute Press (2015), 205 pp, notes,
softcover, US$21.95, ISBN 978-1-61251801-5.

A review by Col P. J. Williams

I

f given a chance of books to review, if

there’s one on ‘leadership’ or a particu-

lar military leader, I’ll generally go for

it. It’s certainly at the heart of one’s busi-

have little to help understand what our servicemen and women are do-

this for the same audience on the Navy’s Battle of the Atlantic. These
books take a very broad all-encompassing view of Canada’s services.

ness as a military officer or as a Senior Non-Commissioned Officer
(NCO), and I’ve always found it useful to get different writer’s (or in
this book’s case a different service’s) perspective on this timeless topic.

This book is but one forming part of the US Naval Institute’s (USNI’s)
“Wheel Books” series, calling to mind the days when junior officers and

petty officers of the US Navy (USN) kept their own “Wheel Book” to
record information which would aid them in the course of their duties. I
wonder if the RCN ever encouraged such practices?

This particular volume, as well as the others in the series, seeks to

compile in a single source some of the best writings (some of which won
awards) on the topic in question, not only from the USNI’s own Proceedings journal, but from other Institute sources as well. Thus we are treated
to a total of 23 separate entries dating from as early as 1902 up until the

present day. I noted that a significant number were written in the 1970s,
Starshell | Spring 2015

33

a period when the US military was emerging from the Vietnam War, and

are the rising generation of new leaders, I wondered if the book might

tenets of US leadership which had been exhibited and employed during

subordinates. Indeed, I came across the following quote from one of the

when no doubt many from within the institution were questioning the
that fateful conflict.

There have been and continue to be many definitions of leadership,

have some secrets to offer about the leadership challenge of leading such
articles:

and so to put this particular book in context, it’s perhaps useful to state

The responsibilities of leadership are perhaps greater today than they have

mission through people.”1 Indeed this definition crops up several times

mation, the modern leader must be prepared to deal with a better edu-

ever been in the past. In addition to mastering vast quantities of infor-

how the USN defines leadership: “The art of accomplishing the Navy’s

cated, more articulate subordinate who is often skeptical of authority.3

in the book and it appears to have stood the test of time over many de-

cades. Perhaps no entry in the book brings this out more than one which
was ironically written by a US Army Officer (a Major C. A. Bach) in 1917,

So, lest there be a young reader out there who thinks that, “See, see,

to a draft of young officers about to proceed overseas in World War One.

we’re different and need to be led differently,” and that we have to go back to

dress was subsequently reprinted in 1918 in the Waco, Texas Daily Times

ten in 1977 … almost 40 years ago!

It’s called “Know Your Men, Know Your Business, Know Yourself.” This ad-

Herald, and was added to the US Congressional Record in 1942 and was

the drawing board on leadership, the reality is that this article was writSo, I can’t say that I learned much new about leadership after reading

also given to Naval ROTC midshipmen at the University of Washington

this book (though the challenges of being an engineering officer many

The articles are written mostly by USN officers, though there is at

army guy and all), and that is just the point. It’s comforting to know that

in 1943.2

least one entry by a Senior Chief Petty Officer (CPO) and several by Marines. Readers with an interest in naval history will recognize among
the authors, a young Lt James Stavridis who went on to become NATO’s

Supreme Allied Commander Europe [SACEUR] and who has two ar-

ticles to his credit as well as a former Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral
Arleigh ‘Thirty-One Knot’ Burke. He also has two entries, the latter of
which is “Dissidence is Not a Virtue,” and is also honoured with several
articles written in response. And, if I’m not mistaken, the author of a
1937 article, “Military Leadership,” Marine Captain E. F. Carlson, went

on to fame in World War Two as Commander of the US Marine Raiders
whose exploits made the silver screen in the film “Gung Ho!”

Being a ‘baby boomer,’ yet conscious of the fact that the ‘millenials’

decks below the surface were somewhat of a revelation to me, being an

those principles which have served the USN over more than a century
are equally applicable to the Canadian Armed Forces. This book is rec-

ommended to leaders of any service, particularly those just embarking

on their career as an officer or as an NCO, regardless of service or military occupation.

Colonel Williams currently serves as Director Arms Control Verification on

the Strategic Joint Staff.
1

Thomas J. Cutler (Ed.), The US Naval Institute on Naval Leadership, (Annapolis,
Naval Institute Press (2015), p.2.

2
3

Ibid., p.163
Ibid., p.44.

The US Naval Institute
on Naval Command

publications, mostly USNI, and one from an unexpected source, which

Edited by Thomas J. Cutler

cers, with one article being written by a US Marine Corps (USMC) Cap-

US Naval Institute Press (2015), 194 pp, notes,
softcover, US$21.95, ISBN 978-1-61251800-8.

the Command volume, like its sister companion, also contains some arti-

A review by Col P. J. Williams

H

aving previously reviewed and

I’ll explain later. This book contains 13 such entries dating from as early
as 1922 right up until 2010. The authors are generally senior USN offitain. Readers of the Leadership Wheel Book will be interested to note that

cles by Admiral James Stavridis (Ret’d) who went on to become the only
Supreme Allied Commander Europe (SACEUR) who was a naval officer.

The previous book in this series defined leadership as “The art of ac-

complishing the Navy’s mission through people,”1 or simply leading in-

dividuals. The new book defines command as “leading leaders,”2 and

enjoyed the sister volume ‘Naval

many of the articles focus on that most key of all naval commanders,

the Starshell editor asked me to review this one, I could not turn him

that comes through in many of these essays is that of accountability, and

Leadership’ in this series, when

down. Like its antecedent, this slightly shorter volume is part of the US

Naval Institute’s (USN’s) “Wheel Book” series, drawing the link with
earlier days in the US Navy (USN) where junior leaders kept their own
so-named books to record useful information.

This latest book follows the same format as its predecessor, seeking to

compile some of the best writing on the subject (“naval command” and
also “command at sea,” which are not necessarily the same thing) taken

from the pages of the Institute’s own Proceedings journal. as well as other
34
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the ship’s Commanding Officer (CO). Perhaps the most common theme
certainly having been a CO myself (albeit of an army unit), I can attest
that this is perhaps one of the major realizations you come to upon as-

suming command, and which differs greatly from the environment one
would have experienced as a staff officer in previous posts. Indeed, to

make this particular point, more than once, reference is made to a fatal collision between the cruiser USS Belknap and the carrier USS John
F. Kennedy in the 1970s, in the aftermath of which the cruiser’s CO was
court-martialed.

This book relies much on anecdotes from the various authors’ expe-

landlubber I found that many of the principles and themes which domi-

and bad. One contributor goes so far as to describe ten such examples

tedly written from a US perspective and I found some turns of phrase

rience and so we are exposed to several command models, both good
of bad commanders, ranging from “The ambitious Administrator” to
“The Petty Perfectionist.” Still another piece goes on to describe the

nated the book were applicable regardless of service. The book is admit-

such as ‘gundecking’ (though I’m not quite sure what it means), as

well as one article title, “Get Off my Back, Sir” (which spawned several

positive influence that their wives had on their ability to be good com-

responses, all of which are reprinted here) wryly amusing. Indeed, I

one wonders if the author had recently served in the Coral Sea or at

one normally reads in similar Canadian publications, and thus we find

manders. One article written by a ‘three-ringer’ and dated May 1942—
Midway—emphasizes that the commander must take “Action,” which
is the watchword for his essay. Continuing the wartime theme and hav-

ing read something about the gentleman in question, I found the article

found that the style of writing tended to be more forthright than what
in an article which exhorts the prospective commander, in the context

of laying one’s career on the line, to, “Take your finger off your number,
heave your bluebook into the nearest G.I. can and TURN TO!”3 Inspiring

describing how Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King exercised the separate but

stuff indeed. Like its Naval Leadership companion, Naval Command

of Naval Operations during World War Two.

become a unit CO.

linked offices of both Commander-in-Chief United States Fleet and Chief
And finally, as referred to earlier in this review, there was one essay

which was quite different, entitled “A Sea Story Not Easily Told” and
indeed it was penned by the series editor himself, a former USN officer.

He admits at the outset that he had never told his wife about the incident

he describes, in which he openly admits he experienced a momentary

lapse of judgement when faced with an ethical dilemma during a watch
while at sea and covered up his mistake.

Like the previous Naval Leadership book, Naval Command did not, for

me at least, reveal any new secrets about leading leaders, and indeed as a

is recommended to leaders of any service, particularly those about to

Colonel Williams currently serves as Director Arms Control Verification on

the Strategic Joint Staff.

1

Thomas J. Cutler (Ed.), The US Naval Institute on Naval Leadership, (Annapolis,

Naval Institute Press (2015), p.2.
2

Thomas J. Cutler (Ed.), The US Naval Institute on Naval Command, (Annapolis,

Naval Institute Press (2015), p.1.
3

Ibid., p.44.

Ship of Gold

action to start the whole international affair. All this is done because he

A Novel

who saves the world from nuclear disaster.

By Thomas B. Allen and
Norman Polmar

a clear reference to the infamous Glomar Challenger, the ship built by the

US Naval Institute Press (2014), Fiction, 288
pages, paperback, US$19.95 (USNI member
discount available.) ISBN 978-1-5911-4072-6.

A review by Gordon Forbes

needs money to help out his sister. And in the end, it is Harry the hero

Much of the action centres around a ship named the Glomar Explorer,

late multi-millionaire Howard Hughes to raise a Soviet submarine that
had sunk near Hawaii. Other ships and boats in the story include Soviet
and US submarines, a Chinese destroyer and a ‘pirate’ junk. It even in-

cludes marvelous sensors that can, in a matter of seconds, take a single
sonar sweep and immediately identify the nationality, type and name
of a submarine, the name of the captain and what the crew is having

for dinner! This is all real Tom Clancy stuff. Thomas B. Allen is billed
as “well known for his writing about the intersection of espionage and

I

must admit that I am not used to reviewing novels. In fact, I have prob-

ably not done so since high school. So, I might not be able to use all
the right buzz words normally used in such reviews. But, undeterred,

I will proceed with the assignment.

I don’t know what to make of this book … but then, I don’t think this

book knows what to make of itself. It runs the gamut from simple espionage to grand schemes to make money to sea battles and finally, to a near

nuclear holocaust with a touch of romance, all related to the sinking of a
Japanese merchant ship at the end of the Second World War.

Part of the problem with reading this book in 2015 is the fact that it

was originally written in 1987 while the Cold War was still an issue; a

time when it was still easy to identify enemies and belligerents. Do you
remember Tom Clancy and The Hunt for Red October?

The book starts by telling about Harry Gunnison, the villain/hero of

the story and how he became a ‘consultant’ for the Central Intelligence

Agency (CIA). Harry the villain, it seems, is the one who takes the initial

military history,” although I had never heard of him before. In his on-

line web page, Ship of Gold is barely mentioned. Norman Polmar, on the
other hand, is quite well known as an analyst and writer of naval affairs
whose writings are frequently seen in various magazines on military

matters. His input as co-author was obviously to provide expert advice
on ships and aircraft and their systems. The two have co-authored several books including a biography of Admiral Hyman Rickover.

I must admit that I have not read these types of stories for a long

time. But if you are a fan of Cold War espionage stories and early Tom
Clancy, you might find this book interesting. It does not have the heft of
a Tom Clancy novel, being only 288 pages long, but the story does move
quickly and reaches a more or less understandable conclusion. Three
stars for a spy novel; one star for historic accuracy.

Gordon Forbes is the author of “We Are as One” the story of the fatal explo-

sion and fire aboard HMCS Kootenay in 1969 when serving as her Weapons
Officer.  He is a member of NAC-Ottawa.
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Pirate Alley:

home-based criminals—housed, fed and clothed; given a fair trial with

Commanding Task Force 151

ever Admiral McKnight seemed to be unfair to captured pirates, even

off Somalia
By RAdm Tony McKnight USN (Ret’d)

unassailable evidence, then ‘dealt with’—whatever that means. When-

when they had succeeded in hijacking a ship, he was brusquely told
again and again, “Never do that again.”

There are tales, largely unsubstantiated, concerning the Russians as

and Michael Hirsh

usual, not bothering too much with such niceties! The trials of pirates,

US Naval Institute Press (2012), 272 pp,
illustrated, map, chart, index, hard cover and
eBook, US$29.95 (Member discount), ISBN
978-1-61251-134-4.

US, rarely succeed due to the lack of prosecuting evidence availability.

A review by Fraser McKee

often long after the events and far away in Kenya and seemingly in the
Captives were sent home “to await trial.”

And what’s the harm? Companies pay a ransom; after two to six

months or so they get their ship back, no one is hurt. And it’s simply the
‘cost of doing business.’

The amount of trade that passes through that part of the Indian

A

Ocean—2.6 million miles2, almost the size of the United States of Ameri-

coalition combating piracy off Somalia and around the Gulf of

intriguing: the use of professional lookouts taken on for the portion of

ongoing operation or attempting to understand or criticize it. The au-

along the rails to discourage attacks; problems with the local force com-

lthough there is almost no direct Canadian reference in this book,

Canada is one of the members of the twenty-six nation semi-

Aden. This book should be required reading for anyone involved in that
thor, now retired from the US Navy, commanded the multi-nation force

off Somalia in 2009, at the height of the piracy attacks and just as counteroperations were beginning to take effect.

For anyone unfamiliar with the complexity of these anti-piracy opera-

tions—except via newspaper articles as was the case of this reviewer—
this book is both an eye-opener and, to some extent, almost infuriating.

As Admiral McKnight observes, it is not really piracy in the 17th to

19 century context at all, but a local business operation … one without
th

ca—is immense and really not avoidable.

Some of the small points made during the story are in themselves,

that area of the ships’ passage(s) as early warning is vital; mannequins
mander controlling various, and ever-changing countries’ naval forces,

under varying RoE’s (Rules of Engagement) set at home, thousands of
miles away by governments, not the military, including from Denmark,
Turkey, The Seychelles, Japan and so forth, with vastly varying attitudes.

The Admiral does provide a couple of final chapters on easing the

problem, although due to politics intruding at every step, they are frustrating and very long-term and costly possible solutions.

It seems unfair to reveal here his assessments, for therein lies the val-

any visible management control, very successful and under current legal

ue of reading this tale. The local force is cooperative rather than an of-

lied’ force commander. The recent excellent film “Captain Phillips” star-

government has little control over local private piratical initiatives and,

standards of the developed world, made most difficult for the local ‘Alring Tom Hanks, makes for a perfect introduction.

The piracy, in fact, consists of four steps, each of which requires differ-

ficial ‘combined operation’ with a unified direct command. The Somali
it is suspected, the ransom money trickles upward.

The overall tone is set by the US Navy Commander’s Little Blue

ent counters: approach and shadowing; firing or threatening the target;

Book—”Best Management Practices for Protection Against Somali Pirates.”

movement registration (with nearby shipping organizations such as the

feel right at home. But it’s no way to fight a war. The author gives sev-

stant contact with the defending naval forces; ship built-in protection

and by the operating naval forces, including Canada’s.

board; and, actual hijacking. These in turn, require potential counters:
IMO (International Maritime Organization), which can be in almost inand manoeuvring; making access to the bridge difficult; and, the use of
a locked ‘citadel’ with three days food supply and ship controls; and,
negotiating patience and persistence.

The ‘pirates’ are not interested nor likely to harm their captors, cer-

tainly not in the short run, as they are the pawn in obtaining revenues
from cargo or ship owners; charterers or governments.

The 1,500 mile long Somali coastline makes it almost impossible to

Managers at IBM or The Department of Trade and Commerce would

eral step-by-step examples of how the interdiction works—by the pirates
This book is an eye-opener, fascinating reading, educational … and,

uncomfortable. Well worth the price!

Fraser McKee is a well known author of Canadian naval subjects and a fre-

quent contributor and former editor of ‘Starshell.’

blockade the skiffs at source with the naval forces available—as the Re-

EDITOR’S NOTE:

lages will simply lead to escalation, with prisoners brought ashore as

I currently have a backlog of naval titles on hand awaiting criti-

The infuriating part for any local commander, even at the single ship

ticipate, kindly drop me a note at starshell@shaw.ca and I will

strictions, particularly as they affect captured pirates. This ‘war on pi-

postage costs and you get to keep the books you review for

public discovered during the US Civil War. Attacks directly on the vilhostages-at-risk.

cal review for publication in Starshell. If you would like to par-

level such as the RCN’s, must be their home government’s political re-

email you a list of the books currently available. We foot the

racy’ is dictated essentially by the JAG and PRO military departments—
law and PR under government directives. We, at a distance and civilized

(sic) won’t permit the hundreds picked up to be treated other than our
36
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your own naval library or disposition.
The Starshell Editor

,

Answers to Schober’s Quiz #67 on page 21

(1) The ‘Modified Acheron’ Class destroyer HMS Oak of the Royal

Admiral Jellicoe, Kitchener embarked in the cruiser HMS Hampshire

Navy. Built by Yarrows at Scotstoun, launched on 5 September

for a voyage to Russia—only to drown a few hours later when his

1912, she displaced 990 tons and was 246 ft. in length. With two

ship sank. (vide Schober’s Quiz #60)

shafts, her 20,000 SHP turbines drove her at 32+ knots. Comple-

On 15 November 1918, the day the Imperial German Navy’s

ment 70 officers and men. Armament consisted of two 4 inch guns,

High-Seas Fleet steamed out to surrender, Oak transferred Rear-

two 12 pounder guns and two 21 inch torpedo tubes.

Admiral Hugo Meurer of the Imperial German Navy from SMS2

Rendered obsolete by the end of the war by newer destroyer designs, notably the ‘V’ and ‘W’ Classes, she was reduced to reserve
at war’s end and sold for scrapping in 1921.

Könisgsberg to HMS Queen Elizabeth in the Firth of Forth, for the
official surrender ceremony.
But Oak’s greatest claim to fame came five days later, on 20
November, when she embarked King George V, Queen Mary and

(2) HMS Oak served throughout the First World War as tender to

the Prince of Wales for an inspection of the massed Grand Fleet.

the flagship of the Grand Fleet , and for this unique assignment

The photograph preceding this quiz depicts her proudly flying the

she was given a distinctive livery of white. It seems that much of

Royal Standard at the foremasthead.

1

her time was spent acting as a high-speed ferry for VIPs across the
Pentland Firth, between the Northern Coast of Scotland and Scapa
Flow in the Orkneys, the northern base of the Grand Fleet.
On 5 June 1916, Oak conveyed the Secretary of State for War,
Field Marshal Kitchener, and his entourage from Scrabster to the
flagship Iron Duke at Scapa Flow. After a convivial luncheon with

1

HMS Iron Duke served as flagship of the Grand Fleet during Admiral

Jellicoe’s tenure as Commander in Chief. When Admiral Beatty assumed
command of the Grand Fleet in December 1916, he chose HMS Queen Elizabeth as his flagship.
2

SMS = Sein Majestäts Schiff = His Majesty’s Ship.
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Obituaries
Compiled by Pat D. C. Barnhouse
‘Starshell’ Obituaries Editor
pat.barnhouse@sympatico.ca

F Cdr Orfeur John Alan CAVENAGH, CD**, RCN (Ret’d)

NAC-VI, 89 in Victoria 14/02/15. Jn’d Royal Roads as RCN Cdt 10/42, prom. Mid
08/44, fll’d. by Uganda 09/44. Prom. A/SLt 04/46, thence RN for trg. and Haida
05/47. Prom. Lt 01/48, fll’d. by Uganda 10/48, RN (for ‘N’ qual.), Crescent 12/51.
Naden 03/53 and Niobe (RN Exch.) 04/54. Prom. LCdr 01/56, thence Labrador
02/56, Naden 11/57, Niobe (RN Staff College) 02/62, FOAC 09/62 and New Glasgow
(i/c) 04/64. Prom. Cdr 01/65, thence Mackenzie (i/c), Cdr. Sea Trg., CFSC (DS) and
QHM Esquimalt. Ret’d. in ‘75. [KL, Times Colonist]

F LCdr William Edward CLAYARDS, CD*, RCN (Ret’d)

NAC-VI, 91 in Saanich, BC 12/01/15. Jn’d. RCN as Cdt at Royal Roads 10/42,
prom. Mid 08/43, thence RN for trg. Prom. SLt 04/45, fll’d. by Naden 01/46.
Prom. Lt 05/46 thence Nootka 10/46, Naden 13/47, RN for courses (qual. ‘TAS’).
Naden (TAS Trg Ctr) 01/51 and Athabaskan (Korea) 08/52. Prom. LCdr 05/54, fll’d.
by Stadacona (TAS Sch.) 05/54, Sussexvale (XO) 05/56, Stadacona, Swansea (i/c)
09/60, Niagara (Liaison Key West) 08/62 and Royal Roads (XO) 08/64. Ret’d. in
‘68. Civ. career as SESO Esquimalt Dkyd. and in many volunteer activities. [MM,
Times Colonist]

F Cdr Michael Lawrence CHUPICK, CD**, RCN (Ret’d)

NAC-VI, 85 in Victoria 26/01/15. Jn’d. UNTD as Cdt(S) M. Chupick at Unicorn
01/51. Rejoined Unicorn 06/56 as RCN(R) Lt(S) (sen. 09/55), thence Naden 08/56
and tsf’d. SSA 05/57. Tsf’d. RCN as Lt(S) (sen. 11/58), thence Antigonish 07/59.
Recruiting Winnipeg 08/61, Chippawa (SO) 08/63 and Restigouche 08/65. Also
srv’d. NDHQ and Lahr. Prom. LCdr 01/70 and Cdr 01/82. Ret’d. in ‘84. [Citizen]

F Cdr Donald James HAMILTON, CD*, RCN (Ret’d)

“All these were honoured in their generations,
and were the glory of their times.

There be of them, that have left a name behind them,
that their praises might be reported.”

Apocrypha, Matthew 44:7-8

F LCdr Kenneth Alexander MacKENZIE, CD, RCN(R) (Ret’d)

NAC-NS, 88 in Charlottetown 08/03/15. Srv’d. Canadian Army WWII. Jn’d.
RCN(R) as SLt 11/48 at Queen Charlotte, prom. A/Lt 02/52 and LCdr (Division
Trg. O) 12/63. Ret’d. in ‘64 with closure of the Division. Long time provincial
government employee. [DB, SR, Charlottetown Guardian]

F LCdr Alexander PATRICK, CD*, RCN (Ret’d)

NAC-O, 91 in Port Dover, ON 27/01/15. Jn’d. RCN in ‘41 thence RNEC for trg.
and prom. Mid(E) 05/42. Srv’d. RN and prom. A/Lt(E) 08/44, fll’d. by Lt(E)
10/44. Jn’d. Warrior 06/46, fll’d. by Bytown 06/48, Stadacona (Dkyd) 06/50 and
Iroquois (Korea) 10/51. Prom. LCdr(E) 10/52, thence Stadacona in ‘52, Saguenay
(EO) 12/56, Bytown 07/58, Stadacona 08/62 and PNO Ont 03/63. Ret’d. in ‘68. Civ.
career as farmer and technical consultant to the Navy. [DM, Globe & Mail]

F LCdr Arthur Montague PERCY, CD*, RCN (Ret’d)

NAC-O, 88 in Ottawa 06/03/15. Jn’d. RN as Aircraft Apprentice in ‘42 and by
‘51 was Aircraft Artificer 3rd Class (CPO). Tsf’d. RCN 10/51 at Shearwater, thence
Naden (Prep. Sch.) in ‘54, fll’d. by RN Upper Yardman Cse. at HMS Temeraire in ‘54.
Prom. A/SLt(E) 08/55, fll’d. by RN Trg (Greenwich and RNEC). Prom. SLt(E)
08/55, fll’d. by RN Trg. (Greenwich and RNEC). Prom. SLt(E), thence Bonaventure,
Ottawa and Crescent in ‘58. Prom. Lt(E) 05/58, fll’d. by RNEC (Aero Eng Cse)
in ‘59, Columbia (EO), VU-32 in ‘60 and Bytown in ‘62. Prom. LCdr 11/64, thence
Shearwater in ‘67 and NDHQ in ‘70. Ret’d. in ‘72. Civ. career with DND. [Citizen,
“Canada’s Naval Aviators”]

F Lt Herbert Edgar WARMAN, CD*, RCN (Ret’d)

NAC-O, 91 in Ottawa 26/01/15. Jn’d. RCNVR in ‘44, prom. SLt 08/44, thence Niobe 03/45, Rimouski 06/45 and Venture 08/45. Rls’d. in ‘46. Jn’d. RCN at Cornwallis
06/49 as Inst Lt (sen. 12/48), fll’d. by Montcalm 01/52 and Quebec 04/54. Prom.
Inst. LCdr 12/54, thence Cornwallis 07/56, Naden 02/58 and Bytown 07/62. Prom.
Cdr 01/63 and rls’d. in ‘71. [Citizen]

NAC-NS, 90 in Halifax 12/02/15. Jn’d. RCN as LS in ‘44 and srv’d. inter alia,
Albro Lake, shipboard in Korea, Iroquois, Huron, Haida, Gloucester and Stadacona
(including DEW Line duty). CFR’d as Cmd O 09/60, thence Stadacona 12/60 and
SUPLANT 04/64. Prom. Lt 01/65, fll’d. by CFHQ and Newport Corners [i/c].
Ret’d. in ‘74. Civ. career in industrial engineering, SRU(A); also involved with
Sackville (CNMT). [SR, Chronicle Herald]

F LCdr(L) Gerald Francis George HUGHES, RCNVR (Ret’d)

F LCdr William Robert WAUGH, RCNVR (Ret’d)

NAC-O, 95 in Ottawa 03/02/15. Jn’d. as SLt(SB) 03/41, thence NSHQ (Degaussing Specialist) 06/41, also srv’d. Niobe. Prom. Lt(SB) 03/43 and later designated El
Lt(L) (sen. 03/42). Rls’d.

F Cdr (Ret’d) John David LINSCOTT, CD**

NAC-O, 62 in Ottawa 26/02/15. Jn’d. RCN as Cdt at RMC 08/71, prom. SLt 05/75,
thence CFFS Esquimalt 08/75, Trg. Grp. Pacific 05/76 and Nipigon 10/76. Prom.
Lt 01/78, fll’d. by Nipigon 11/78, Venture 01/80, Saguenay 05/83, Mackenzie 05/84,
Cowichan 04/81, Chignecto 11/81, CFFS Hfx 05/82, Gatineau 06/83 and Mackenzie
05/84. Prom. LCdr 01/85, thence 2nd Cdn Destroyer Sqn 07/85, RN Exch (HMS
Dryad) 06/87, MARCOM HQ 06/89 and Terra Nova (XO) 07/91. Also srv’d. US
Exch. (USMC Quantico) and NDHQ. Prom. Cdr 01/01. Ret’d. in 07. Civ. career
with NDHQ Strategic Joint Staff. [JC]
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Toronto Br., 97 in St. Catherines, ON 15/01/15. Jn’d. as Prob. SLt at Star, confirmed SLt 07/42, prom. Lt 09/42 and thence Goderich 11/42. Qual. ‘n’ fll’d. by
Huntsville 06/44. Rls’d. in ‘45 and prom. LCdr on Ret’d List. [DM, Globe & Mail]

In Memoriam (non members)
F LCdr Howard Bryan BARNETT, CD, RCN (Ret’d)

94 in Victoria 01/01/15. Jn’d. as SLt 08/41 and prom. Lt 02/42. Srv’d. RN, MTBs
and Glace Bay. Rls’d. in ‘45 and prom. LCdr on Ret’d. List. [JC, Times Colonist]

F Cdr Raymond Charles EASTMAN, CD, RCN (Ret’d)

In Ottawa 26/01/15. CFR’d as Cmd Off (SB) 06/56. Prom. Lt 11/57, LCdr 01/65

and Cdr 01/73. Srv’d. Coverdale, Gloucester, Churchill, Stadacona and Victoriaville.
Ret’d. in ‘74. [Citizen]

F Cdr Ralph Ervin FISHER, CD**, RCN (Ret’d)

92 in North Vancouver 29/12/14. Jn’d. RCNVR as Cdt(E) in ‘45 at Discovery,
thence St. Hyacinthe for trg. Tsf’d. RCN in ‘46 at Discovery as A/SLt(L) and A/
Lt(L) in ‘46. Prom. Lt(L) (sen. 09/45), fll’d. by LCdr(L) 09/53 and Cdr 01/63.
Srv’d. in Stadacona, Warrior, HMS Ariel, Magnificent, Naden, Shearwater, UNEF
Egypt, Bytown, Cape Scott and CFB Rockcliffe. Ret’d. in ‘72. [SD, SR, “Canada’s
Naval Aviators”]

F Lt James Edward FORAN, RCN(R) (Ret’d)

76 in Winnipeg 01/04/14. Jn’d. as UNTD Cdt. at Chippawa 01/55, prom. SLt 07/57
and Lt 07/59. Ret’d. in ‘62. [WC]

F LCdr John GARAY, CD*, RCN (Ret’d)

87 in Kamloops, BC 17/01/15. Jn’d. RCN in ‘50, prom. A/SLt(S) 12/57 (and SLt
same day), Lt 04/60 and LCdr 07/67. Srv’d. New Waterford, Beacon Hill, Saskatchewan, Niobe (RN Exch.), FOPC and CFHQ. Ret’d. in ‘74. [Citizen]

F SLt(S) David Murray HARLEY, RCN(R) (Ret’d)

83 in Toronto 01/09/14. Jn’d. as UNTD Cdt at York 01/50 and prom. SLt(S) 05/52.
Later tsf’d. Brunswicker and to Ret’d List in ‘54. [WC]

F Surg Lt Cecil Edward KINLEY, ONS, RCN(R) (Ret’d)

83 in Halifax 19/01/15. Jn’d. Scotian as UNTD Surg Cdt 02/50, prom. Surg.A/SLt
09/52 and Surg Lt 10/52. Ret’d. in ‘57. [WC, SR., Chronicle Herald]

F Jack Theodore KUCHERAWY

Former Calgary Branch Member, 79 in Calgary 29/01/15. Bronze Medallion ‘99.
Tireless volunteer within the Calgary naval family. [GM, MB]

F SLt Martin James LAMBERT, RCNVR (Ret’d)

93 in Ottawa 06/03/15. Jn’d. 10/44 and confirmed SLt 01/45. Srv’d. in Cornwallis
and Niobe. Rls’d. in ‘45. [Citizen]

F Lt George Benjamin McKee, MMM, CD** RCN (Ret’d)

81 in Dartmouth, NS 15/01/15. Jn’d. RCN in ‘50 and srv’d. inter alia, Haida (Korea) and Ottawa (Cox’n). CFR’d as Lt in ‘80. Ret’d. in ‘90. [SR, Chronicle Herald]

F SLt(S) Alistar Macintosh MacKENZIE, RCN(R) (Ret’d)

85 in Georgetown, ON 15/01/15. Jn’d. York as UNTD Cdt(S) 01/49 and prom.
SLt(S) 02/51. To Ret’d List in ‘54. [WC]

F Cmdre the Msgr James Anthony MacLEAN, CD*, RCN (Ret’d)

96 in Glace Bay, NS 31/01/15. Jn’d. as Chap Cl II 09/51, prom. Chap Cl IV 01/61,
Chap CI V 05/65 and Cmdre. Srv’d. shipboard in Korea, Magnificent, Shearwater,
Naden, Bytown and FOAC. Ret’d. in ‘75. [ctda list]

F LCdr (Ret’d) Gary Wayne William MUELLER, CD*

67 in Ottawa 17/01/15. Jn’d. as Cdt at RMC 09/67, prom. SLt 05/71 and later
Lt and LCdr. Srv’d. in ships and shore establishments in Canada, England and
Germany. Ret’d. in ‘94. [Citizen]

F Lt Ivan Lawrence REEDMAN, CD*, RCN

55 in Ottawa 13/02/15. Srv’d. Air Force from ‘79 to ‘96. Jn’d. Navy ‘01 as Logs
Officer and srv’d. Preserver, St. John’s and NDHQ. [SR, Citizen]

F Lt Gene Ralph SCOTT, CD**, RCN (Ret’d)

In Sarasota, Fla 20/01/15. Jn’d. as Cdt at Venture 09/56, prom. A/SLt 09/59, SLt
05/60 and Lt 11/62. Qual ‘P’ and later ‘S.’ Served inter alia VS880, Crescent, Shearwater and Bonaventure. Ret’d. in ‘94. [JSC, Chronicle Herald]

F Lt H. Douglas STEWART, CD**, RCN (Ret’d)

82 in Halifax 01/01/15. Jn’d. RCN in ‘59 and CFR’d as Lt 01/80. Specialist in EW.
Ret’d. in ‘86. [SR, Chronicle Herald]

F LCdr Harold Osborne TANNER, CD, RCN(R) (Ret’d)

91 in Ottawa 09/03/15. CFR’d as CMD O 10/60, prom. Lt 05/62 and LCdr 07/69/
Srv’d. Gloucester, Lauzon, Bonaventure and Churchill. Ret’d. in ‘72. [Citizen]

F LCdr Leonard Thomas ZBITNEW, OMM, CD*, RCN (Ret’d)

81 in Barrie, ON 05/03/15. Jn’d. as Mid 01/52 and prom. A/SLt 05/53, SLt(P)
03/54, Lt(P) 11/55 and LCdr 07/65. Srv’d. Cornwallis, Ontario, RCAF Centralia,
RNAS Culdrose and Eglington, HMS Illustrious, Shearwater, Magnificent, Labrador,
Bonaventure, Stadacona (2nd Wpns Cse.), USN Pax River (Test Pilot Cse), NDHQ,
CFSS (DS) and Niagara (USN Exch. – RAST PM). Ret’d. in ‘78. [Toronto Star, “Canada’s Naval Aviators”]

KINDLY FORWARD ALL OBITUARIES TO PAT D. C. BARNHOUSE, STARSHELL OBITUARIES EDITOR
535 KENWOOD AVENUE, OTTAWA ON K1A 0L7 ~ or ~ BY EMAIL TO: pat.barnhouse@sympatico.ca

SAVE THE DATE!
Know The World Tours announces the next tour especially designed for members of
the Naval Association of Canada and the Royal Military Colleges Club and their friends!

Tame the Winter and see the Wild!

SOUTH AFRICA 2016

Wednesday January 13th 2016 to Wednesday January 26th 2016
With an extension to Victoria Falls (Zambia)
January 27th – 31st 2016
Tour will include Johannesburg, Cape Town, Durban, and Pretoria,
and four days of visits to two Game Parks.
with an optional extension visit Victoria Falls, largest in the World.
The tour will be led by our senior Tour Director, Michael Morres (Cdr RCN ret)
and escorted by Bruce Munro, our South Africa Destination expert.
The detailed Itinerary and Price List will be out soon – watch your mail for the brochure!
www.knowtheworldtours.com
www.knowtheworldtours.com

‘Our Navy’

H.M.S. SHEARWATER

By F. R. (Hamish) Berchem, CSMA

SLOOP, 4 X 4-pdr. Guns

R.N. PACIFIC SQUADRON, 1910

H.M.S. Shearwater was a Pacific Station Sloop at Esquimalt, BC in 1910, when Vice-Admiral Kingsmill, RCN, became the first Director of the Naval
Service in Canada. Originally from Guelph, Ontario, he had retired from the Royal Navy as a Rear Admiral and returned to Canada in 1908. The
sloop became H.M.C.S. SHEARWATER in September 1914, and escorted the submarines CC-1 and CC-2 from Esquimalt, via the Panama Canal to
Halifax, June to October 1917. Also used for Seamen Boys’ Training, based in Bermuda.
Drawing Copyright © F. R. (Hamish) Berchem, CSMA – All Rights Reserved
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