
Director Candidates – Endorsements 

Ed Williams: 

Dr Williams served on the NOAC National board 1990 – 2002 including duties as VP, President and Past 
President.  As National President he spearheaded the establishment of the NAC (then NOAC) 
Endowment Fund.  He also served as Chair of the Local Organizing Committee for NOAC AGMs held in 
1992 and 1997.  A founding member of the NL Branch, he has served in all Executive positions over the 
past 30 years.  He currently serves as NLNAC Secretary and as a Director on the National Board and 
Chairman of the Membership Committee established by the Board in 2014.  Outside NAC he serves as 
National Secretary, to the College and University Associations of Canada (CURAC), Chair of the St. John’s-
Avalon Chapter of the Canadian Association of Retired Persons (CARP) and as Race Control Chair of the 
Royal St. John’s regatta.  Dr Williams’ record speaks for itself on his qualifications to continue his service 
and contributions to NAC as a Director on the National Board. 
 
Ron Skelton: 

Ron was elected Winnipeg Branch President and National Director in April 2010 for a one (1) year term. 
He has been re-elected subsequently with his present term of office expiring in 2016. The Branch 
believes that its President should have remained a Director throughout the changes taking place 
nationally to provide continuity. While he is no longer a Director he has, as Branch President, carried out 
all local duties that would fall to a Director.  His long interest in the organization and his regular 
attendance at National meetings make him very knowledgeable regarding the organization and its 
issues. 

Charles O’Leary: 

LCdr (ret) Charles O' Leary is currently serving in the Public Service of Canada as an FI-03 in the capacity 

of J8-Comptroller of  4 CF Health  Group  in Montreal (Now Royal Canadian Medical Corps).  He is also an 

experienced and competent management consultant, holding a Certified DND Management Consultant 

Designation, and is a very experienced strategic planner. He served in both the Defence 2000 Secretariat 

and the Primary Care Renewal Team for Health Services and was a member of the core team designing 

and implementing the concept of Integrated Strategic and Cost Management in DND.   He has an 

ebullient personality which helps him to works well with others.  He is enthusiastic, perseverant, 

persuasive and dedicated to achieving his chosen or assigned goals.  He has maintained a life-long is 

dedication to the Navy, was appointed Mr. Navy in 1980 as the Representative of the Province of Nova 

Scotia Department of Tourism and the Maritime Command to promote the 70th Anniversary 

Celebrations on a cross Canada tour, with fellow representatives from each province and territory in 

Canada, visiting 10 major cities to promote the Naval Celebrations.    Charles achieved the Ranks of Petty 

Officer 1st Class, and was commissioned from the Ranks. As a newly promoted Commissioned Officer, 

he was appointed Commanding Officer of a Summer Recruit training program (NRSSTP) overseeing the 

training of 250 new recruits.  He served as Engineering Training Officer, Naval Control of Shipping Officer 

in HMCS Scotian in Halifax.  After Moving to Montreal in 1985 Charles was appointed Operations Officer 

and then Executive Officer and retired as XO from HMCS Donnacona.  He continued his support to the 

Montreal Branch, NAC through the organization of a Fundraiser Variety Show, held on the Drill deck at 

HMCS Donnacona - the NAC Ho Ho Ho, Christmas Variety Show to raise funds for Soldier On, and most 



recently by participating in a recruiting presentation on behalf of NAC assisting the branch President.  I 

believe he would be an excellent director on the NAC BOD. 

 

Rowland Marshall: 

Rowland Marshall served in both the Regular Force and the Reserve Force, ending up as CO of HMCS 

Scotian.  A long term member of NSNOA, Rowland served two separate terms as president of NSNOA 

plus four years as national director.  We feel he can make a real contribution to NAC.  Based on his 

twenty years of experience on the NSNOA Board of Directors plus his exposure to National over the 

years, it is felt that he can provide a vast fund of knowledge as a Director on the NAC Board. 

Jim Carruthers: 

Jim Carruthers’ dedication to the mission of NAC is evidenced by his two years as President of NAC-O 
during which he was instrumental in reshaping the focus of the Association, through change to be more 
inclusive of the modern serving naval personnel and those that support the NAVY, by developing .a 
Branch program that significantly raised the profile of the Association and for the first time raised 
significant funding for future work.  The Conference model, now executed twice in Ottawa and once in 
Victoria, and the two Battle of Atlantic Gala Dinners in Ottawa have been overwhelming successes with 
the Navy and event sponsors acknowledging the Naval Association of Canada as the ‘go-to’ organization 
educating Canadians on the need for a strong navy.  As National President of NAC over the past two 
years Jim has continued to promote the association and develop innovative means to grow our 
membership.  He has dedicated enormous time and effort to get our members better informed of items 
of interest regarding the RCN and other navies of the world, and he has personally recruited many of the 
outstanding members that now populate the NAC Board of Directors.  He has travelled to visit Branches 
at their request to provide his future vision for NAC and has been instrumental in encouraging changes 
adopted by many Branches. Perhaps most significantly, he has, through personal contact with the 
leadership of the RCN, demonstrated that membership by serving members of the RCN is value added 
from a professional standpoint such that they have joined and thus by their personal example have 
validated the importance of the NAC to all other serving personnel of all ranks. 
 
Dennis Baird: 

‐ President of Montreal Branch since 2013 
‐ BA Degrees in History, Politics and Psychology (Honours) 
‐ MA in Human Systems Intervention 
‐ 25 years as officer in Regular Force (Armoured Branch) 
‐ Retired after 46 years of service (Army & Civil Service) primarily as educator and 
consultant in CF Management Development School 
‐ Awarded CDS Commendation for actions when UN Truce Supervisory Observer 
(Palestine) 
‐ NAC member since 2008 
‐ Working to revitalize branch and develop relations with HMCS Donnacona and 
Sea Cadets 
‐ Functionally bilingual 
‐ Wrote book in 2010 to celebrate 100 years of the Naval Service of Canada 
‐ Actively involved in community affairs 


